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She President 2 


Your Board of Governors met on 
April 18 and 19 at the Hotel Thomas, 
in Gainesville, with an attendance of 
fifteen members. Also present were 
our Secretary, Sallye Cooksey; Henry 
Wrenn, Journal Editor and Public Re- 
lations Counsel; and Horner C. Fisher, 
Chairman of the Committee on Public 
Relations. 

Mr. Dewey A. Dye having resigned 
as Board Member from the 12th Cir- 
cuit, Mr. John Fite Robertson of Sara- 
sota was elected by the Board to fill 
such vacancy, pursuant to Section 2, 
Article III of the Integration Rule. 
Upon invitation of the President, Mr. 
Robertson was present, and upon his 
election took his seat with the Board 
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and participated in its deliberations. 
We were gratified to have Dean Henry 
A. Fenn of the University of Florida 
College of Law in attendance upon two 
of the sessions, and visits also from 
Messrs. E. A. Clayton, Winston Arnow, 
S. T. Dell, Jr., and Billy Graham of 
the Gainesville Bar. The Bar of the 
8th Circuit, and Mr. Sigsbee L. Scruggs 
were hosts to the Board at a delightful 
fellowship hour and barbecue at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Scruggs in 
Gainesville on the evening of April 
18th. The warm and friendly hospital- 
ity of our Gainesville hosts will always 
be remembered. 

We are pleased to report that Com- 
mittee Reports are in hand from twen- 
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ty-two committees and are being pub- 
lished in this issue. The remaining six 
reports are promised by Convention 
time. My personal thanks to all Com- 
mittee Chairmen. Certain reports, by 
their nature, are required to be made 
to the general assembly. 


” Secretary Cooksey advised that as of 
April 15th, 1952, the total membership 
of the Florida Bar numbered 4,750, 
an all-time high. 

In this issue will be found a’ com- 
plete publication of the accountant’s 
audit report of the affairs of the Bar. 
The Board also felt it would be of con- 
tinuing value and interest to publish 
in each issue of the Journal the names 
and addresses of the respective presi- 
dents and secretaries of each local bar 
association. We ask their co-operation 
in keeping our editor advised promptly 
of any changes in office or address, so 
that the list published may always be 
current. Copies of Supreme Court opin- 
ions in pending disciplinary cases were 
received, and the appreciation of the 
Board voiced for prompt action thereon 
by the Court, which is to the benefit 
of all parties. The Court always has an 
overflowing schedule of pressing work, 
and the Bar is grateful for their under- 
standing and cooperation in expediting 
these matters of grave concern and 
deep public interest. 


Your president was complimented in 
being invited to address the Southern 
Law Review Conference, held at the 
University of Florida College of Law 
on April 5th. There was a splendid at- 
tendance from the member schools, 
and we are pleased that Dr. George 
John Miller of the University of Flor- 
ida was honored by election as Chair- 
man of the Conference for the coming 
year. 


It has been a matter of keen regret 
that I have been unable to accept a 
number of gracious invitations, ex- 
tended to me as your president, to 
attend interesting events. Particularly 
do I regret that I was compelled by 
reason of professional commitments, to 
be absent from the reception of the 
Dade County Bar honoring the Circuit 


Judges of Florida held in Miami on 
Friday April 25th, and the Annual Law 
Day at Stetson University College of 
Law on Saturday, April 26th. It has 
been an enriching experience to par- 
ticipate in many of these activities, 
and I had hoped that the Integrated 
Bar could be officially represented at 
all functions, but such seems to be 
difficult of accomplishment. 

Details of the 1952 Convention in 
Miami Beach are given prominent po- 
sition elsewhere in this issue. Please 
note that the Convention will convene 
PROMPTLY at two o’clock P. M. on 
Thursday, June 5th, which is essential 
in order to present the planned pro- 
gram in full. The Board is confident 
that all Florida lawyers will find the 
program inspiring, instructive and de- 
lightfully entertaining. Confirmations 
of room reservations are going out at 
once. I am forever indebted to Fred 
Baisden, and Darrey Davis, of the 
Miami Beach Bar, and the members 
of their Convention Committee, for the 
tremendous amount of time and effort 
expended upon arrangement of details, 
and am confident that the assured suc- 
cess of an outstanding Convention will 
reflect the results of their work. 


This is my last message to you as 
President of The Florida Bar. Presi- 
dent-elect William A. McRae, Jr., takes 
office as president at the close of the 
Convention on June 7th. You have hon- 
ored me far beyond my desserts by ac- 
cording to me the distinguished oppor- 
tunity to serve you during the past 
year. I have earnestly endeavored to 
be faithful to my obligation, and to 
uphold the lofty ideals and cherished 
traditions of our honorable profession. 
The able and distinguished men who 
have preceded me set high standards 
of achievement, which have been like 
beacon lights beckoning me on to the 


limits of my ability and strength. To 
them I express my sincere gratitude 
for their help and advice, and the in- 
spiration they have never failed to give 
to me. The enriching experience of 
this year of service shall always be 
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treasured among my most precious 
memories. 


The condition of the Integrated Bar 
must bespeak its progress, and no re- 
cital from me of statistics and details 
can add lustre to that record, or change 
it in the smallest degree. It is my sin- 
cere hope that every Florida lawyer 
who can find it at all possible to do so, 
will attend the June Convention, and 
see for himself his Florida Bar. 


I cannot conclude this final message 
without paying a justly deserved tri- 
bute to those devoted men who have 
served so faithfully and unselfishly as 
your Board of Governors for the past 
year, and to our invaluable secretary, 
Sallye Cooksey, and our editor and 
public relations counsel, Henry Wrenn. 
Their loyal service, and unfailing and 
cheerful willingness to assist in carry- 


Our 
96-million-dollar 
expansion program 


means more power 
for 28 counties 
in Florida. 


ing on our work at all times have 
demonstrated high fidelity to their 
office, and to the Bar. No man could 
be given opportunity to serve with a 
more splendid group, and I am humbly 
grateful for having had the privilege 
of working with them, and of the honor 
to call them friends. 


Faithfully yours, 
JOHN M. ALLISON, 
President, The Integrated Bar. 


The most complete book on Florida 


completely authentic compila- 
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est.” —LAKELAND LEDGFR 


“... by far the best reference work on 
Florida . . . the Florida Handbook also 
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voting to Zircon.” —TamMpPa TRIBUNE 
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TENTATIVE PROGRAM THE FLORIDA BAR 
1952 ANNUAL CONVENTION | 


June 5, 6 and 7th 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4TH 


2:00 P.M.—Board of Governors Meeting 
9:00 P.M.—Junior Bar Section, Board of 
Governors Meeting 


THURSDAY, JUNE 5TH 


9:00 AM.—Registration, Lobby of Ron- 
ey Plaza Hotel 


10:00 A.M.—Board of Governors Meeting 


2:00 P.M.—Convention called to order 
(Surf Room, Roney Plaza Hotel), 
President John M. Allison presiding 
Invocation 
Welcome: 

For the City of Miami Beach 
For the Miami Beach Bar Associ- 
ation—Pres. Harry Zukernick 
For the Dade County Bar Associ- 
ation—Pres. Roger E. Davis 
For the Coral Gables Bar Associ- 
ation—Pres. W. J. McLeod 
Response: 
For The Florida Bar—John T. 
Wigginton, Past President 
President’s Annual Address 
Committee Reports and Recommen- 
dations for action by the Con- 
vention 


7:00 P.M.—‘Night Club Festival” 


FRIDAY, JUNE 6TH 


9:00 A.M.—Continuation of Registration 
—Lobby of Roney Plaza Hotel 

9:00 A.M.—Law School and Legal Fra- 
ternity Breakfasts 

10:00 A.M.—Scenic Boat Ride on Bis- 
cayne Bay for Ladies 
10:00 A.M.—Convention called to order 
Invocation 
‘ Panel on Trial Tactics (Introduction 
by Baya M. Harrison, Jr.) 

1:00 P.M.—Luncheon honoring Presi- 
dents of all local bar associations 
(sponsored by Junior Bar Section of 
Dade County Bar Association—Presi- 
dent Ray H. Pearson, presiding) 

1:00 P.M.—Luncheon and Fashion Show 
(Staged by Burdine’s) in Roney Plaza 
Garden Patio ($3.30 per person) 

2:00 P.M.—Meeting of Circuit members 
for election of members of Nomi- 
nating Committee (Surf Room, Ron- 
ey Plaza Hotel) 

2:00 P.M.—Annual Golf Tournament 
(Bayshore Golf Course) 

2:30 P.M.—Convention meeting called 


to order (Surf Room, Roney Plaza 
Hotel) 


Invocation 

Address by the Honorable Fuller 
Warren, Governor of the State of 
Florida 

Address by the Honorable Howard L. 
Barkdull, President, American Bar 
Association (Introduction by the 
Honorable Cody Fowler, Past Pres- 
ident, American Bar Association) 

Continuation of Committee Reports 
and recommendations for action by 
the Convention 

4:30 P.M.—Meeting of 
Committee 


4:30 P.M.—Meeting of Lawyers Title 
Guaranty Fund 

5:00 P.M.—Reception for Florida As- 
sociation of Women Lawyers 


7:00 P..M.—Annual Banquet (Dinner 
Dance and Floor Show) at Copa City 
Club (Tickets $7.50 per person) 
Introduction of Distinguished Guests 

—No speeches 


SATURDAY, JUNE 7TH 


9:00 A.M.—Continuation of Registration 
in lobby of Roney Plaza Hotel 


9:00 A.M.—Breakfast and meeting of 
Florida Association of Women Law- 
yers (Sponsored by Miami Beach Bar 
Association) 


9:00 AM.—Meeting of Nominating 
Committee, Junior Bar Section of 
The Florida Bar 

10:00 A.M.—Scenic Boat Ride on Bis- 
cayne Bay for Ladies 


10:00 A.M.—Convention meeting called 
to order (Surf Room, Roney Plaza 
Hotel) 

Invocation 

Report of Nominating Committee 

Annual Election of Officers 

Introduction of President-Elect by 
Honorable William A. McRae 

Introduction of President-Elect of 
Junior Bar Section 

Committee Reports and recommen- 
dations for action by the Con- 
vention 

Address by the Honorable John Sher- 
man Cooper of Somerset, Ky. 

Address on Public Relations (Speak- 

er to be selected) 


Nominating 


1:00 P.M.—Luncheon and Annual meet- 
ing of Junior Bar Section, The Flor- 
ida Bar 

1:00 P.M.—Sight-seeing tour of greater 
Miami (sponsored by Univ. of Miami) 
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2:00 P.M.—Continuation of Annual Golf ner in patio gardens of Roney Plaza 
Tournament (Bayshore Golf Course) Hotel (Tickets $7.50 per person) 
2:00 P.M.—Convention meeting called to Water show and aquatic entertain- 

order ment—Roney Plaza Pool 
Conclusion of all unfinished business ~~ of Golf Tournament 
4:00 P.M.—Board of Governors Meeting . 
6:00 P.M.—Cocktail Party in patio Presentation of Door Prize awards 


for faithful attendance at business 
gardens of Roney Plaza Hotel (Host meetings 


—Miami Beach Bar Association) Dancing under the Stars—Roney 
7:30 P.M.—‘Florida Night” Buffet Din- Plaza Gardens. 


PROGRESS REPORT ON THE 
FLORIDA BAR CONVENTION 


TO: The 4750 members of The Florida Bar 
FROM: The Convention Committee of The Florida Bar 
SUBJECT: The 1952 Annual Convention at Miami Beach, June 5, 6, 7. 


A splendid business program is presently being arranged under the direction 
of President John M. Allison. However, this year more emphasis will be placed 
upon fun and entertainment, particularly for the ladies. 


We hope you will come early and stay late. The convention opens on Wed- 
nesday afternoon, June 4th, with the meeting of the Board of Governors. The 
Convention meeting will be called to order at 2:00 o’clock in the afternoon on 
Thursday, June 5th. Registration commences at 9:00 o’clock Thursday morning. 


Contrary to some grossly exaggerated reports, “Keep Florida Green” doesn’t 
mean “Bring money”. The registration fee is $5.00. Identification badges will be 
issued to wives as well as members. The official Convention program is expected 
to carry all pertinent information relative to the Convention. The Thursday evening 
“Night Club Festival” will cost between $10.00 and $7.50 per person. The Friday 
luncheon and Fashion Show for the ladies will cost $3.30 per person. The Friday 
Annual Banquet (Dinner Dance and Floor Show at Copa City) will cost $7.50 per 
person. The Saturday afternoon Cocktail Party will be given by your Host, the 
Miami Beach Bar Association—all registered members are invited. The “Florida 
Night” Buffet Dinner tickets cost $7.50 per person. 


The “FLORIDA NIGHT” is designed to eliminate the staid, formal dinner or 
banquet and substitute a tropical evening of entertainment under the Miami Beach 
skies. The motivating idea is an elaborate dinner out-of-doors under the swaying 
palms. The six acres of gardens at the Roney Plaza Hotel are particularly well suited 
for such an affair. Following the Cocktail Party, linen covered banquet tables and 
chairs are placed in the gardens for the service of the dinner. The first course 
(Supreme of fresh Florida fruits) is placed on the tables. The rest of the meal is 
served buffet style from tables laden with turkeys, hams, roast beef, salads and 
French pastries, enhanced with fancy ice pieces and floral decorations. Following 
the dinner, an aquatic show is staged in the Olympic Pool adjoining the gardens. 
The show consists of swimming and diving acts, comedy acts, water ballet and 
alligator wrestling by a Seminole Indian boy. The evening concludes with dancing 
under the stars in the Palm Patio. 


A complete report of convention activities will be made at a subsequent date. 
Won’t you join us at the Convention at Miami Beach June 5, 6 and 7? 


Hopefully yours, 
THE FLORIDA BAR CONVENTION COMMITTEE 


Post Office Box 1511 
Miami Beach, Florida 
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE FLORIDA BAR 


Mr. John M. Allison, President 
The Florida Bar 
Tampa, Florida 


Dear Sir: 


Pursuant to instructions, I have made an examination of the cash account 
with the Tallahassee State Bank and Trust Company, Tallahassee, Florida, and 
of U. S. Government Bonds on hand, for the year ended December 31, 1951. 

Appended hereto are one exhibit and two schedules as follows: 


Exhibit A Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements compared with 
Budget estimates, for the year ended December 31, 1951. 


Schedule 1 Reconciliation of Tallahassee State Bank and Trust Company 
Account. 


Schedule 2 List of Investments in U. S. Government Bonds. 


Exhibit A reflects the cash to be accounted for, and the amount disbursed 
during the year. Cash collections during the year exceeded the budget estimates 
in the amount of $8,797.41. This could be the result of collections during Decem- 
ber 1951, of $11,471.00 in 1952 membership dues, which is included in receipts 
of $28,304.63. The budget does not specify the expected revenues from dues by 
years, and as the records are kept on a cash basis the 1952 dues are included in 
the receipts for the current year. 

In this connection, no verification of the source of receipts was made, how- 
ever, amounts shown on deposit slips were traced to the bank, and paid checks 
were examined for regularity. 

Schedule 1 shows the bank reconciliation as at December 31, 1951. 


Schedule 2 shows in detail the U. S. Government Bonds examined. The value 


of these bonds at December 31, 1951, was $5,166.00 compared with a cost of 
$4,850.00. 


Respectfully submitted, 
E. C. ALLEN 
April 16, 1952 


EXHIBIT A 
THE FLORIDA BAR 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
COMPARED WITH BUDGET ESTIMATES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1951 
Budget Over Under 
Receipts: Actual Estimate Budget Budget 
Membership Dues® $28,304.63* $20,000.00 $8,304.63 
Advertising Law Journal .............. 4,693.88 4,500.00 193.88 
Subscriptions to Journal .............. 276.50 500.00 223.50 
Payroll Tax Refund 11.17 11.17 
33,797.41 25,000.00 9,020.91 223.50 
Excess of Actual over Budget Estimates 8,797.41 8,797.41 
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Disbursements: 
Printing and Mailing Law Journals .... $ 6,918.00 $5,000.00 $1,918.00 
Law Journal Editors Salary ........... 1,200.00 1,200.00 
Assistant Secretary’s Salary ........... 2,186.20 2,400.00 213.80 
Public Relations Counsel ............. 2,400.00 2,400.00 
Promotion of Convention ............. 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Grievance Committee 1,027.36 3,000.00 1,972.64 
Printing and Mimeographing .......... 937.61 600.00 337.61 
Furniture and Equipment ............. 695.91 200.00 495.91 
Public Relation Expense .............. 365.10 3,500.00 3,134.90 
Commission on Advertising Revenue ... 293.75 375.00 81.25 
Telephone and Telegraph ............. 229.96 200.00 29.96 
Security TAK wes 88.25 108.00 19.75 
Convention EXpenses ..... 1,165.25 1,500.00 334.75 
$28,508.27 $29,943.00 $5,469.58 $6,904.31 
Deficit of Actual over Budget Estimates 1,434.73 1,434.73 


“ This figure includes $11,471 of 1952 dues received and deposited prior to Dec. 31, 1951 


THE FLORIDA BAR 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
COMPARED WITH BUDGET ESTIMATES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1951 


Bank Balance—December 31, 1951—Sch. 1 ..................cccccccccece $24,846.05 
SCHEDULE 1 
THE FLORIDA BAR 
RECONCILIATION OF BANK ACCOUNT 
TALLAHASSEE STATE BANK AND TRUST COMPANY 
AS AT DECEMBER 31, 1951 
Balance As Per Bank $27,107.01 
Less Outstanding Checks 
Date No. Payee Amount 
229 John G: Stephenson, $ 6.00 
12/26/51 430 Mann, Harrison & Stone ... 36.32 
12/20/51 436 INC 1,101.56 
12/29/51 437 Florida Legislative Reporters ................. 79.14 
12/29/51 438 Commercial Office Supply .................... 7.50 
12/29/51 4389 Fiorida Clipping Service ............ccccececee 17.50 
12/20/51 440 Fiorida Clipping Servile: 17.50 
Total Outstanding Checks: ..... 2,260.96 
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SCHEDULE 2 
THE FLORIDA BAR 
SCHEDULE OF U. S. GOVERNMENT BONDS 
AS AT DECEMBER 31, 1951 
Maturity Value 

Series F. Value Cost 12/31/51 
U. S. Government Bond No. D60232F .............. $ 500.00 $ 370.00 $ 457.00 
U. S. Government Bond No. M707156F ............. 1,000.00 - 740.00 861.00 

Uz. 3 a Bond No. M886418F ............. 1,000.00 740.00 848.00 

es . 

U. S. Government Bond No. M5293589G ........... 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 

U. S. Government Bond No. M5293590G ........... 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 

U. S. Government Bond No. M5293591G ........... 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 


$5,500.00 $4,850.00 $5,166.00 


| PROGRAM 


Annual Meeting 
of 


The Florida Association of Women Lawyers 


(All meetings at Roney Plaza Hotel, Miami Beach) 
Friday, June 6, 1952 


5:00 P.M. Reception to FLORIDA STATE BAR DELEGATES. 
Hostesses: Florida Association of Women Lawyers. 
Saturday, June 7, 1952 
9:00 A.M. Breakfast Meeting 
Invocation 
Mattie Belle Davis, Miami. 
9:30 A.M. General Session, 
Mary L. Esary, Vice-President, West Palm Beach, 
presiding. 
Annual Report 
Anna Brenner Meyers, President, Miami Beach. 
Report and Recommendations of Charter and By-Laws 
Committee 
Rebecca Bowls Marks, Tallahassee. 
Round table discussion on Courtroom Practice and 
Procedure, 
Moderator : 
Esther Poppell, Miami 
Participants: 
Dixie Herlong Chastain, Miami 
Diana Coppersmith, Miami Beach 
Marion Poole, Fort Lauderdale 
Dorothea Vermerol, Miami 
Gladys White, Miami 
Report of Resolutions Committee, Chairman, Emma 
Roesing, Miami. 
Registrar’s Report, 
Vivian Scheaffer, Secretary, Miami Beach. 
Election of Officers. 
11:00 A.M. Meeting adjourns. Members to attend Session of the 
FLORIDA BAR. 


a 
| 


182 FLORIDA LAW JOURNAL 


YOUR CONVENTION HEADQUARTERS.... 


The Roney Plaza 


MIAMI BEACH, FLA. 
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SOME OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING THE 
SEPARATION OF CHURCH 
AND STATE 


By G. A. LEICHLITER, PH.B., M.A., D.D. 


The people of this Nation live under 
two of the noblest instruments of gov- 
ernment ever devised by man, “The 
Declaration of Independence” and “The 
Constitution of the United States of 
America.” So recognized among men 
they bequeath to our people the “bless- 
ings of liberty” they have so long 
enjoyed. 

A brief look at history will recall for 
us that the trends and tendencies of 
political institutions among us have 
been, for the most part, toward Democ- 
racy. The same cannot, however, be said 
for many of the great men of the past. 
Even before 1775, many were pro- 
nounced republicans, but the mass of 
them were turned from a monarchial 
notion of government by a great war 
waged by our people. We have been re- 
minded more than once that the Revo- 
lutionary War was “a war against THE 
King, rather than a war against A 
King,” against an institution rather 
than an individual. It will be recalled 
by students of history that certain dis- 
contented officers of the Continental 
Army proposed even to Gen. Washing- 
ton that he become King. Promptly, 
proudly and indignantly this proposal 
was scorned by the great Patriot. 

When the first Cabinet was formed, 
however, Gen. Washington did give 
wise attention to the fact that oppos- 
ing political elements existed in the 
new land though these elements had 
united for the purpose of ratifying the 
Constitution. Alexander Hamilton, with 
strong nationalist leanings, became Sec- 
retary of the Treasury and Henry 
Knox, Secretary of War. Another ele- 
ment called the “particularist element” 
espousing “State’s cause” rather than 
the “cause of a State” was recognized 
in Thomas Jefferson as Secretary of 
State and Edmund Randolph as At- 
torney General. By 1792 the existence 
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of two parties, whose efforts were 
largely destined to decide the course 
of the development of the country, was 
conceded and that fact still remains. 

It may be well here to call to our 
attention that in respect of both “The 
Constitution” and “The Declaration of 
Independence,” the opening statements 
or “Preambles” set forth, in brief, con- 
siderations later to be dealt with at 
length. 

The Declaration of Independence in 
its statement of intent or purpose 
speaks as follows: 

“When in the course of human events 
it becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands which have 
connected them with another, and to 
assume among the powers of the earth 
that separate and equal station to which 
the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s 
God entitle them, a decent respect to 
the opinions of mankind requires that 
they should declare the causes which 
impel them to separation.” Here, as 
you observe, the name of God is written 
into this instrument. This introduces 
the question of “A consciousness of 
God” into the affairs of the State then 
slowly coming into being. That having 
been done it might be anticipated that 
somewhere in these developments of 
the instruments of government for the 
State, further attitude toward that God 
so introduced would need expression. 
And, of course, it should be recalled 
that the “Declaration of Independence” 
is concluded by a subscription of re- 
liance upon “the protection of Divine 
Providence” to which the signatories 
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mutually pledged to each other, lives, 
fortunes and sacred honor. 

On the 17th day of Sept., 1787, the 
member States, less the State of 
Rhode Island, met in Constitutional 
Convention for the purpose of ratify- 
ing a proposed “Constitution”, our 
second great instrument of Govern- 
ment. The Preamble to that Consti- 
tution is as follows: 


“We, the people of the United 
States, in order to form a more per- 
fect Union, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote the general 
welfare and secure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our posterity, 
do ordain and establish this Constitu- 
tion of the United States of America.” 

This instrument closes as follows: 

“Done in Convention by the unani- 
mous consent of the States present, 
the 17th day of September in the year 
of our Lord 1787, and of the Inde- 
pendence of the United States of 
America the twelfth. In Witness 
whereof, we have hereunto subscribed 
our names.” 


By a careful study of this whole 
document you will discover that the 
matter of the Worship of God or the 
name of God in whom the founding 
Fathers in the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence placed their confidence, is 
entirely omitted. That fact had vast 
implications. Here, in the very charter 
of liberty, set forth as the bulwark of 
free men, no pronouncement is made 
upon God or worship, subjects which 
in large degree, were responsible for 
the circumstances out of which this 
young Nation had grown. 


Consequently it was not surprising 
that on Dec. 15, 1791, when the Con- 
gress met in joint session for the pur- 
pose of considering Amendments to 
the recently adopted Constitution, one 
covering the matter of freedom of 
worship, speech and assembly should 
be presented. (Why these particular 
subjects were covered we shall see 
later.) Introducing the list of Amend- 
ments was the following resolution: 

“Resolved by the Senate and House 


of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, two-thirds of both houses 
concurring, that the following articles 
be proposed to the Legislatures of the 
the several States, as Amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States; 
all of any of which Articles, when 
ratified by three-fourths of the said 
Legislatures, to be valid to all intents 
and purposes, as part of the said Con- 
stitution, namely:” Then follow the 
ten Amendments which have come to 
be known as “The Bill Of Rights.” 

Again, it is hardly surprising at all 
that the first of these Amendments 
should be one touching the matter of 
religion and religious worship, en- 
tirely omitted from the original draft 
of the Constitution. The Amendment 
reads as follows: 


“Congress shall make no law re- 
specting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise there- 
of; or abridging the freedom of speech 
or of the press; or the right of the 
people to peaceably assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress 
of grievance.” 

Such is the background against 
which any reasonable appraisal of the 
matter of the Separation of Church 
and State must be approached. 

Our first question, therefore, will 
be, “What did the founding Fathers 
mean by that first statement in the 
Amendment? ‘Congress shall make no 
law respecting an establishment of re- 
ligion’?”’ Let it be recalled that the vast 
proportion of the people making up 
the new Nation were Puritans who had 
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come out from England where an “Es- 
tablished Church” existed, as consti- 
tuted by law. I have neither time, space, 
nor desire here to recount all the long 
and dubious history leading up to “es- 
tablishment” in England, suffice it to 
say that the crushing of the Puritan 
spirit and practise was the apparent 
goal of Establishment. The anti-Puri- 
tan code passed between 1661 and 1665 
set the stage for the scene. In 1661 
the coronation of King Charles II 
brought into being the “Cavalier Par- 
liament”, consisting of, as one his- 
torian says, “Hot Royalist and Hot 
Churchmen, whose dominant idea of 
religion was a revengeful hatred of 
everything savoring of a Common- 
wealth association or influence.” Large 
numbers of Puritans were cast into 
jail, while the Royalist Squires, Law- 
yers and Bishops proceeded by legis- 
lative enactment to exterminate root, 
stem, and branch the “monstrous 
heresy” (Puritanism or Non-conform- 
ity) from every department of the 
Nation’s life. 

The point in all this was, of course, 
to kill every vestige of the then very 
important Puritan spirit in its influ- 
ence upon the consciences of men. 
Holders of office were compelled by 
an Act called the “Corporation Act” 
of 1661 to take solemn oath that they 
would not “on any pretext whatever” 
take up arms against or resent the 
King, and that they would repudiate 
previous liberalizing Acts and would 
receive the Secrament according to the 
rites of the Church of England. (The 
Established Church.) 


But this “Corporation Act” was the 
mild prelude to the really deadly pur- 
pose of the Civil Authorities, i.e., the 
passage of three other Acts. (1) The 
Act of Uniformity, 1662; (2) The Con- 
venticle Act, 1664; (3) The Five Mile 
Act, 1665. 

The first of these Acts, the Act of 
Uniformity, through the compulsory 
revision of the Prayer Book, provided 
that every Clergyman and School- 
master had to declare his “unfeigned 
assent and consent to the use of all 


things in the said (Prayer) Book con- 
tained and prescribed in these words 
and in no other.” The oath involved 
was as follows: 


en , do declare that it is not 
lawful upon any pretense whatever to 
take up arms against the King... and 
that I will conform to the Liturgy of 
the Church of England, as it is now by 
law established.” 


Against this “establishment of re- 
ligion” of course there were those 
Puritan spirits who rebelled and their 
names were a glorious company. Bax- 
ter, Howe, Calamy, Samuel Annesley, 
John Wesley and Bartholomew Wesley, 
the great grandfather and the grand- 
father of the 18th century Evangelists. 

Then came the “Conventicle Act” in 
1664 which “punished with fire, im- 
prisonment and transportation, on a 
third offense, all persons who met in 
greater numbers than five” for any 
act of dissenting worship. 


The crowning act of infamy in the 
“infamous triumverate” was the “Five 
Mile Act,” 1665, which provided that 
no dissenting Clergyman was permitted 
to approach nearer than five miles to 
a corporate town. Here are the pro- 
visions: “They are forbidden. under 
penalty of forty pounds and six months 
imprisonment to approach within five 
miles of any corporate town or borough, 
or of any parish in which they had 
previously taught or preached.” 

This, then, is a brief account of the 
bitter background against which our 
Puritan fathers appraised “an estab- 
lishment of religious.” And this is what 
the Founding Fathers evidently meant 
by “an establishment of religion” of 
which they wrote in the First Amend- 
ment to the Constitution, i.e., “an act 
of law creating a preferred or estab- 
lished form of formula in religion” 
and it is against this that the First 
Amendment to our Constitution would 
vouchsafe our protection, and against 
this that our people have made their 
traditional stand. 

Prof. R. H. Towney remarks in his 
“Religion and the Rise of Capitalism,” 
p.272 as follows: “The foundation of 
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democracy is the sense of spiritual in- 
dependence, which nerves the individual 
to stand along against the powers of 
this world, and in England, where 
Squire and Parson, lifting arrogant 
eye-brows at the insolence of the lower 
orders, combined to crush popular agi- 
tation, as a menace at once to society 
and to the Church, it is probable that 
democracy owes more to non-conformity 
than to any other single movement.” 


Here, then, is our basic contention 
for the Separation of Church and State: 
In matters of our faith and its ex- 
pression, our belief in God, our con- 
cept of Christ and the Church, our 
forms and expressions of worship, Con- 
gress has no right or authority of any 
sort or kind. We are, and by the as- 
surance of our Constitution, shall for- 
ever remain free of any governmental 
interference in matters of faith and 
practise. The doors of our Churches 
shall remain open and the witness, 
therefrom, shall go on without hin- 
drance or abridgement. 


But that having been said another 
fact must be faced with equal faithful- 
ness. Since the Church and the State 
co-exist in the same land, are there not 
features or functions of life in which 
it is inevitable that the two shall have 
more or less cooperate relationship? 
Might it not be said accurately that 
there are points at which the Church 
and the State must have more or less 
contact with each other, keeping in 
mind, always, that there can be no 
limitation of, or infringement upon the 
freedom of the Church in matters of 
faith and practice, on one hand, and 
no abridgement of the sovereign right 
of the State in matters of temporal 
government on the other? That very 
fact argues certain agreement as to 
field and function on the part of each. 
Consequently to speak of the “Abso- 
lute Separation of Church and State” 
in a Commonwealth where Church and 
State co-exist with functions recog- 
nized for each and by each, is a con- 
tradiction of terms. 


By way of illustration we cite first 
the freedom of the Church from tax- 


ation upon real property used for re- 
ligious purposes. It has long been 
argued that in granting this benefit 
to the Church, the State simply recog- 
nizes the service rendered by the 
Church in the fields of morals and re- 
ligion, the influence of such service 
reacting with great favor upon the 
“domestic tranquility” and the “general 
welfare” of the community. Since the 
State cannot directly and financially 
subsidize the Church for this service 
(and a vast service it is) and since the 
Church cannot accept such subsidy, the 
State can favor the work of the Church 
by remitting rightful taxes upon prop- 
erties used for such purposes and this 
the State has done and still does. But 
be it remembered that in fact there is 
an agreement, tacit or expressed, 
whereby a particular service is re- 
warded by a distinctive benefit. In this 
instance it is amply evident that there 
is cooperation between the Church and 
the State from which cooperation each 
is benefited. 


Another case in point. On Feb. 25, 
1913, Congress passed the following 
Amendment, (numbered XVI) to the 
Federal Constitution: 


“The Congress shall have power to 
lay and collect taxes on incomes, from 
whatever source derived, without ap- 
portionment among the several States, 
and without regard to any census or 
enumeration.” After due process this 
Amendment became a law. 


However, certain exemptions were 
granted in matters of dependents, cer- 
tain types of gifts or bequests, etc., 
among them gifts to religious, patriotic, 
and public service societies. Under 
those exemptions the Federal Govern- 
ment relinquished its right to a certain 
percentage of a personal income pro- 
vided that amount of money was con- 
tributed to one or more of these so- 
cieties. First, of course, on the list of 
religious societies is the Church. Here 
again, is an ostensible agreement be- 
tween the Church and the State as to 
a matter of taxation; the State agree- 
ing to remit a portion of its rightful 
share of a tax created by law if the 
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individual would turn it over to his 
Church for administration. And by the 
same token, when the individual takes 
that advantage of that portion of his 
taxable income, and when the Church 
accepts the same, the Church and the 
State have joined in the matter in a 
very real, practical and financially prof- 
itable cooperation (profitable to the 
Church, at least). 


There is yet another very real sense 
in which Church and State join in co- 
operation upon a practical policy. In the 
matter of the periodicals of religious, 
public service and charitable societies, 
the publications upon which these in- 
stitutions depend for propaganda and 
profit, another agreement between 
Church and State is entered into. This 
involves the postal rate by which the 
Government proposes to distribute this 
propaganda and profit making material. 
There are those who argue that second 
class mail matter is second class mail 
matter and religious periodicals are 
carried at a fee available to all second 
class mail matter. That, of course, is 
not the fact of the case. As an illus- 
tration, when a daily newspaper ap- 
plies to the Department for a postal 
rate (and daily as long as it so used 
the mails) a specimen is provided the 
postal authorities of inspection and 
appraisal. Reading matter, which con- 
tributes to the “general welfare” of 
the Community, is carried at one and 
one-half cents per pound, and the space 
carrying only reading matter is so 
rated for distribution. But when you 
come into the sections carrying ad- 
vertising matter, or the chief source of 
profit for the periodicals, the costs of 
carriage run as high as seven cents 
per pound, depending upon the distance 
of the zone into which they are car- 
ried. When, however, the religious peri- 
odical comes for appraisal the figure 
of one and one-half cents applies to the 
whole paper, reading material, propa- 
ganda, profit making space, all at the 
same rate. And be it recalled that the 
P. O. Department reports an operating 
loss on every piece of second class mail 
carried. Here, again, is a very practical 


area in which the Church and State 
are not only not absolutely separate, 
but in mutual agreement to the fi- 
nancial loss of the State and the fi- 
nancial gain of the Church. 

Yet another case in point. Going into 
most of our Churches over this good 
land we find two objects which bring 
real satisfaction to us. On either side 
of the Pulpit, flanking the sacred desk 
and the Holy Word are two flags—the 
one is the Christian Flag and the other, 
Old Glory. I wonder how many of us 
realize that the very presence of the 
“Stars and Stripes” in the Houses dedi- 
cated to the Worship of Almighty God 
is a tacit acknowledgement of certain 
spheres of cooperation between the 
Church and the State co-existing in 
the same Nation? But that cooperation 
in no conceivable sense presupposes the 
purpose of the State to dominate the 
Church or the willingness of the Church 
to be so dominated. 


We have yet another instance in 
which fact and practise are now and 
have ever been at variance with any 
claim to “Absolute Separation of 
Church and State”: 

Twice in the life-time of most of us 
and three or four or more times in the 
life of some of us, this Nation has 
called upon her sons and daughters to 
take up arms in defense of her notion 
of liberty, that notion lying deep in 
the very nature of things among a free 
people. In these times of tragic emer- 
gency, the State has called for vast and 
various types of service from our peo- 
ple. Our young men have obviously been 
called upon for the trying services of 
the Military Establishment. Among the 
first calls made by the Military has 
been that to the Chaplaincy service. 
And in the hard years so recently past 
many of our finest, prophetic voices 
left the pulpit for the camp and the 
battleline. All of these men received 
their credentials, the credentials neces- 
sary to appointment—ordination—from 
the Church. The Church released them 
to the Military and received an honored 
certificate attesting that fact. But the 
Chaplain was then trained by a special 
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course and, make no mistake about it, 
a course with items quite unlike those 
which led to his ordination. Then the 
State paid the salaries of the men 
trained by the Church, to speak for 
the Church and religion in the Mili- 
tary Establishments and released by 
the Church for that specific purpose, 
so attested by the certificate of the 
State. Now would the most ardent sep- 
aratist among us have the temerity to 
question the right of the State to so 
call the Chaplain or the right of the 
Church to so release him? Of course 
not. The fact remains that in terms of 
the vast and blessed and useful service 
of the Chaplaincy, there has never been, 
is not now and cannot ever be such a 
thing as the “Absolute Separation of 
Church and State.” The State calls the 
Chaplain to a service as different from 
his usual work as day is from night 
and the Church and her distinguished 
sons answer willingly and who would 
say them nay? 

The above incidents are cited only for 
the purpose of showing that in history, 
in fact, and in practice, in instances 
such as these, there can be no such 
thing as an “Absolute Separation of 
Church and State.” There are places at 
which our people never have, do not 
now and never can claim and support 
an “Absolute Separation of Church and 
State.” 


Is it not then both the part of ac- 
curacy and historical fact to say that 
co-existing as they do in the same phy- 
sical order the Church and the State 
must necessarily define the fields in 
which each shall have its supreme au- 
thority? And if that be agreed as rea- 
sonable, next the identification of those 
fields falls into order. The result is 
that in matters of “faith and practise,” 
in matters of the tenets of belief— 
God, Christ, the Bible; the competency 
of the individual soul before its God, 
the right to declare all such belief 
“without hindrance” is the right of 
the Church and with that right the 
State has no authority and can have 
no authority and does not seek any 
authority. And I think history will 


confirm that in our Nation the State 
has consistently observed that right 
without attempt to abrogate any of its 
provisions. 

On the other hand, in matters of 
civil government, public welfare, and 
the continuance of civil liberty, and 
freedom of speech, press, assembly and 
petition for grievance the State has its 
supremacy in which fields the Church 
has no right of interference. The 
Church has the right to offer her help, 
and does in a good many ways, but the 
right of ultimate authority in these 
fields remain that of the civil au- 
thorities. 


Now perhaps at this point it would 
be well to suggest that some current 
attitudes involving these matters may 
have some valued sentimental aspects 
about them, but in essence they are un- 
tenable and unacceptable because they 
propose a basic violation of these time 
honored provisions. For instance there 
are religious leaders today who loudly 
insist upon the President’s proclaiming 
a day of “penitence and prayer” in the 
light of what they look upon as ap- 
proaching moral calamity. Such has 
about it a fervent appeal to all who 
cherish the continuance of high moral 
culture among us and as such this in- 
sistence by these religious leaders is 
widely shared. But it should be re- 
called that in substance this is an im- 
possible and unacceptable violation of 
the principle of the separation of 
Church and State. This fact is pointed 
out and illustrated in a graphic way by 
a paragraph from a letter written by 
Pres. Thomas Jefferson to a Rev. Mr. 
Miller as of Jan. 23, 1808. Rev. Miller 
had made such a request for the procla- 
mation of “‘a day of fasting and prayer” 
as above mentioned and the President 
wrote as follows: 


“T consider the government of the 
United States as interdicted by the 
Constitution from meddling with re- 
ligious institutions, their doctrines, dis- 
ciplines or exercises. This results not 
only from the provision that no law 
should be made respecting the estab- 
lishment or free exercise of religion. .. 
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But it is only proposed that I should 
recommend, not prescribe a day of fast- 
ing and prayer. That is, that I should 
indirectly assume to the United States 
an authority over religious exercise, 
which the Constitution has directly 
precluded...... 


That reasoning of President Jeffer- 
son is perfectly sound. In the field of 
authoritative government the regula- 
tion or suggested regulation of an in- 
stitution of religion is a specific pro- 
hibition and a desire on the part of 
religion or religious leaders to have 
such regulation or suggested regula- 
tion, even if it promises great good to 
the religious institution is still a spe- 
cific prohibition. The point in the 
above issue is perfectly obvious. There 
are people, many of them, in these 
United States who rightly claim the 
privilege of citizenship, who do not 
believe in the efficacy of prayer or 
the value of it. A Presidential Procla- 
mation, however, would put such in the 
position of violating conscience on the 
one hand or ignoring a Presidential 
Proclamation on the other; a dilemma 
being neither of their creation nor de- 
sire. It is such a condition that the 
Constitution forbids. 


In an incisive paragraph respecting 
Rousseau and Voltaire in “The Story 
of Philosophy”, Dr. Durant points up 
this matter in a striking way. The 
paragraph reminds us of the “old clash” 
between these two brilliant men as to 
the power of intellect versus instinct. 
Voltaire, argued consistently that by 
speech and pen, men could be made 
“more enlightened and better.’”’ Rous- 
seau cared little about reason. He want- 
ed to see things done! To risk revolu- 
tion and the uprooting of ancient habits 
did not disturb him in the least. “Let 
laws be removed and men would pass 
into a reign of equality and justice,” 
he argued. When finally he sent Vol- 
taire a copy of his book, “Discourse on 
the Origin of Inequality” with sharp 
arguments against science and letters, 
in fact against civilization and a re- 
turn to savagry, Voltaire wrote him 
as follows: “I have received, Sir, your 


new book against the human species, 
and I thank you for it. ... No one has 
ever been so witty as you are in trying 
to turn us into brutes; to read your 
book makes one long to go on all fours. 
As, however, it is now some sixty years 
since I gave up the practice, I feel that 
it is unfortunately impossible for me 
to return to it.” But when the Swiss 
authorities set out to burn the Rous- 
seau book, Voltaire was found holding 
to his famous principle: “I do not 
agree with a word you say, but I will 
defend to the death your right to say 
it.” That would seem to be the ultimate 
in the “religious freedom” provisions of 
the American Constitution, the right of 
each and all to his or their religious 
thoughts, declarations and actions with- 
out let or hinderance, none favored and 
none inhibited, with complete freedom 
to worship according to the dictates of 
individual conscience. 


One of the most patent illiustrations 
of the way in which the Agencies of 
Church and State may parallel each 
other in service, in our daily economy, 
may be seen in the design and opera- 
tion of The Hill-Burton Act. Under the 
supervision of the Public Health Serv- 
ice of the United States this law pro- 
vides for funds for the certifying and 
erection and equipment of Hospital 
facilities in the various States, such 
funds to be administered in the States 
by a State Agency designated for that 
purpose. In Florida, The Florida State 
Improvement Commission is the certi- 
fying and administering agency. Under 
the provisions of this law, health 
groups, municipal or private, may par- 
ticipate in the funds created by the law 
for Hospital “construction and equip- 
ment” at a percentage rate established 
by the governing agency, provided the 
participant can give satisfactory evi- 
dence of its ability to provide their 
proportion in matching funds. 

It must be recalled that in the Hill- 
Burton Law there is no presumption 
that the funds provided are for the 
purchase of properties for or on behalf 
of the participating group. Rather, im- 
plicit in the law is the assumption that 
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the recipient will, over a period of 
years, turn back into the health and 
general welfare of the Community, 
services equal to or in excess of, the 
funds provided by the law. Conse- 
quently the only restriction placed upon 
participating institutions is that they 
shall remain “non-profit corporations 
for a period of at least twenty (20) 
years.” For this reason, groups hav- 
ing Church or religious designations or 
affiliations cannot at all be said to be 
in violation of any historic principle of 
the Separation of Church and State. 
Here is a field in which the Church 
and the State may parallel, fairly close- 
ly, each other but in the interest of the 
general welfare of the Community and 
not for the specific advantage of either 
Church or State. And by the same token 
there is no infringement of or en- 
croachment upon the functions of either 
institution by the other in this law. It 
is an excellent illustration of the way 
in which under the American system 
the Church and State may work to- 
gether in matters of general human 
welfare while they retain their own ab- 
solute autonomy in their specific fields. 
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SUCCESS 


Success as a lawyer is made 
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of this Company in 1882. We 
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American Jurisprudence 
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®@ Remington on Bankruptcy 
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OFFICERS OF LOCAL 


Broward County Bar Association: President Stan- 
ley Beckerman, Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood; 
Secretary W. M. O’Bryan, Sweet Building, Fort 
Lauderdale. 


Charlotte County Bar Association: President Earl 
D. Farr, Punta Gorda; Secretary Edward L. Gerson, 
Punta Gorda. 


Clearwater Bar Association: President William 
Wightman, Mansion Arcade, Clearwater; Secretary 
H. H. Baskin, The Pearce Building, Clearwater. 


Coral Gables Bar Association: President Wm. J. 
McLeod, Jr., Renuart Arcade, Coral Gables; Secre- 
tary Sydney C. Kass, 178 Aragon Avenue, Coral 
Gables. 


Dade County Bar Association: President Roger E. 
Davis, 230 Shoreland Building, Miami; Secretary 
Eugene A. Williams, 201 Shoreland Building, Miami. 

DeSoto County Bar Association: President Hugh 
G. Jones, 15 Oak Street, Arcadia; Secretary Halley 
B. Lewis, Box 590, Arcadia. 


Eighth Judicial Circuit Bar Association: President 
Sam T. Dell, Jr., Baird Building, Gainesville; Secre- 
tary Frank Maloney, Law College, Gainesville. 


Fifth Judicial Circuit Bar Association: President 
Tim Sellar, First Federal Building, Leesburg; Sec- 
retary Gordon G. Oldham, 302-306 First National 
Bank Building, Leesburg. 


First Judicial Circuit Bar Association: President 
James Altman, Harris Building, Crestview; Secre- 
tary Joe A. Cowart, P. O. Box 1030, Pensacola. 


Fourteenth Judicial Circuit Bar Association: Pres- 
ident Ernest W. Welch, Marianna; Secretary Larry 
G. Smith, Marianna. 


Jacksonville Bar Association: President Roger J. 
Waybright, 305 Law Exchange Building, Jackson- 
ville; Secretary Wm. A. Hamilton, Jr., 814 Barnett 
Building, Jacksonville. 


Lake County Bar Association: President Judge 
J. W. Hunter, Tavares; Secretary Henry L. Pringle, 
Leesburg. 


Lakeland Bar Association: President William K. 
Love, Kentucky Building, Lakeland; Secretary James 
S. Welch, Box 149, Lakeland. 


Lee County Bar Association: President Parker 
Holt, Collier Building, Fort Myers; Secretary Frank 
A. Pavese, 2126 Broadway, Fort Myers. 


Manatee County Bar Association: President Gor- 
don B. Knowles, Jr., First National Bank Building; 
Secretary Scott Register, 205 Morris-Pioneer Build- 
ing, Bradenton. 


Marion County Bar Association: President Harry 
C. Dozier, Jr., Robertson Building, Ocala; Secretary 
W. G. O'Neill, 200 Professional Building, Ocala. 


Martin County Bar Association: President Evans 
Crary, Stuart; Secretary Harris Lowery, Stuart. 


Miami Beach Bar Association: President Harry 
Zukernick, 420 Lincoln Road, Miami Beach; Secre- 
tary Vivian Schaeffer, 420 Lincoln Road, Miami 
Beach. 


Monroe County Bar _ Association: President 
Thomas S. Caro, 515% Duval Street, Key West; Sec- 
retary Julius F. Stone, Lopez Building, Key West. 


BAR ASSOCIATIONS 


Nassau County Bar Association: President A. G. 
McArthur, Fernandina; Secretary J. J. G. Cooper, 
Fernandina. 


Orange County Bar Association: President O. B. 
McEwann, 48 N. Orange Ave., Orlando; Secretary 


Charles McCarty, 415 First National Bank Building, 
Orlando. 


Palm Beach County Bar Association: President 
H. Elma Robinson, Harvey Building, West Palm 
Beach; Secretary Harold Maass, 250 South County 
Road, Palm Beach. 


Pasco County Bar Association: President Orvil 
L. Dayton, Dade City; Secretary George C. Dayton, 
Dade City. 


Sarasota County Bar Association: President La- 
mar B. Dozier, Sarasota; Secretary Edward J. Ken- 
nedy, Sarasota. 


Second Judicial Circuit Bar Association: Presi- 
dent A. Frank O’Kelley, 311 East Park Avenue, Tal- 
lahassee; Secretary John Cotten, Park & Monroe, 
Tallahassee. 


Seminole County Bar Association: President Gar- 
land W. Spencer, First National Bank Building, 
Sanford; Secretary Volie A. Williams, 501 Atlantic 
Bank Building, Sanford. 


St. Johns County Bar Association: President 
Amandeo A. Meitin, St. Augustine; Secretary George 
Newton, P. O. Box 563, St. Augustine. 


St. Lucie County Bar Association: President Wal- 
ter B. Rogers, Sunrise Building, Fort Pierce; Secre- 
tary Charles B. Adams, P. O. Box 551, Fort Pierce. 


St. Petersburg Bar Association: President Robert 
M. Barton, 305 Empire Building, St. Petersburg; 
Secretary Sam H. Mann, Jr., 615 First National 
Bank Building, St. Petersburg. 


Tallahassee Bar Association: President John 
Ausley, Washington Square Building, Tallahassee; 
Secretary Roy T. Rhodes, 12342 South Monroe 
Street, Tallahassee. 


Tampa and Hillsborough County Bar Association: 
President Paul E. Dixon, 308 Wallace S. Building, 
Tampa; Secretary Joseph Miyares, 404 Franklin 
Street, Tampa. 


Tenth Judicial Circuit Bar Association: President 
B. G. Langston, Lakeland; Secretary B. J. Langston, 
20142 Lemon Street, Lakeland. 


Third Judicial Circuit Bar Association: President 
W. H. Wilson, Lake City; Secretary Wallace Jopling, 
Lake City. 


Twelfth Judicial Circuit Bar Association: Presi- 
dent Earl D. Farr, Punta Gorda; Secretary John T. 
Rose, Punta Gorda. 


Volusia County Bar Association: President Wil- 
liam W. Judge, 104 Bay Street, Daytona Beach; 
Secretary Alfred E. Hawkins, 104 Bay Street, Box 
2253, Daytona Beach. 


Winter Haven Bar Association: President William 
H. Corum, Phillips Professional Building, Winter 
Haven; Secretary William B. Holland, Phillips Pro- 
fessional Building, Winter Haven. 


WANTED BY STETSON LAW LIBRARY—Florida legal material: Session laws, legislative 
journals, Florida reports, Attorney-general reports, Secretary of State reports, Bush's 
Digest, Duval’s Compilation, Florida Law Journals, etc. If you have any material you will 
give or sell to us, please write Stetson Law Library, DeLand, Florida. 
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Dr. George John Miller (second from left), of the University of Florida College of 
Law, is congratulated unon his election as new regional chairman for the Southern 
Law Review Conference which held its sixth annual meeting April 4-5 at the Uni- 
versity of Florida. Others pictured are (left to right) Albert P. Schwarz, editor-in- 
chief of “The University of Florida Law Review”; Dr. Miller; John M. Allison, 
Tampa, president of the Florida Bar who delivered the banquet address during 
the Conference; Professor Dix W. Noel, University of Tennessee, retiring regional 
chairman, and J. Lance Lazonby, Gainesville attorney and trustee of “The Uni- 
versity of Florida Law Review” for the 8th circuit. The meeting attracted more than 
120 delegates from all parts of the South. 


GENUINE ENGRAVED LETTERHEADS 


$12.00 for 1,000 (Complete Cost) 
Free Designing — Free Proof — Free Die 


Mail us your present letterhead and indicate any changes desired. Without cost or obligation your 
free proof will be mailed promptly, designed similar to your present letterhead or as you instruct us. 


MIAMI ENGRAVING COMPANY 


245 N. E. 37th Street (1 Block West of Biscayne Blvd.) Miami, Fla. 


EDWIN H. FEARON 
HANDWRITING EXPERT 


One of the most complete laboratories in the United States for the examination and 
demonstration of facts in connection with the investigation of questioned documents. 
Charter member of the American Society of Questioned Document Examiners 
BESSEMER BUILDING PITTSBURGH 22, PENNSYLVANIA 
Telephone Atlantic 1-2732 
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1952 SOUTHERN LAW REVIEW CONFERENCE 
HELD AT UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 


Allison is Banquet Speaker; Miller Elected Conference Chairman 


Approximately 120 delegates, coming 
from as far as George Washington Uni- 
versity and the University of Arkan- 
sas, attended the sixth annual Southern 
Law Review Conference at the Uni- 
versity of Florida on April 4-5, with 
the 1952 Chairman, Professor Dix W. 
Noel of the University of Tennessee, 
presiding. The Conference is composed 
of 22 southern law schools. 


President J. Hillis Miller of the Uni- 
versity of Florida, Dean Henry A. Fenn 
of the College of Law, and J. Lance 
Lazonby, Trustee of University of Flor- 
ida Law Review for the Eighth Judicial 
Circuit of Florida, welcomed the stu- 
dents and professors in the new Col- 
lege of Law courtroom. Host officers 
were: Albert P. Schwarz, Tampa, edi- 
tor-in-chief; Joel T. Daves III, West 
Palm Beach, notes and comments edi- 
tor; Evans Crary, Jr., Stuart, articles 
and book review editor; Leo Wotitzky, 
Punta Gorda, legislative editor; John 
T. Rogerson, Jr., Miami Springs, re- 
search editor; Thomas C. McDonald, 
Jr., Tampa, case editor; D. Chanslor 
Howell, Jacksonville, business man- 
ager; Royce L. Kilpatrick, Tampa, as- 
sistant business manager; and Profes- 
sors Robert B. Mautz, George John 
Miller, and J. Allen Smith, faculty ad- 
visors. 


Topics discussed included the char- 
acteristics of the newer law reviews 
started after World War II, personnel 
selection, business problems, and the 
preparation of leading articles, notes, 
legislative notes, comments, and book 
reviews. In addition, Editor-in-Chief 
Allan S. Kushen, heading the strong 
Miami Law Quarterly contingent 
stressed the value of publishing analy- 
ses of opinions of the attorney general; 
and Professor Harriet L. French out- 
lined the integration of briefing ser- 
vices and legal writing with law re- 


view work. A University of Florida 
panel composed of Oscar H. Hofstetter 
of the Hoffman-Van Norren Co., Jack- 
sonville, Mrs. Martha B. Culpepper, 
Secretary of University of Florida Law 
Review since its inception and known 
to all Florida law review men as their 
“Format Editor,” Albert P. Schwarz, 
John T. Rogerson, and Dr. Miller ex- 
plored the possibilities of improving 
the teamwork of the printer and the 
writers. 


The guests were entertained on Fri- 
day evening in a hall furnished for 
the occasion by Joe C. Jenkins of the 
Eighth Circuit Bar. “Red” Mitchum, 
master of ceremonies at the 1951 Gator 
Growl, gave his famed humorous imi- 
tations and stories, and Maurice Hin- 
son, of the Division of Music, rendered 
several novelty numbers on the piano. 
On Saturday afternoon the delegates 
were taken to the University’s Camp 
Wauburg for a swim. 


Feature of the entertainment was 
the banquet at the Gainesville Golf and 
Country Club on Saturday evening, 
with John M. Allison, President of the 
Florida Bar, as the speaker and Dr. 
Miller as master of ceremonies. Presi- 
dent Allison discussed the value of law 
reviews as an aid to the bench and bar 
and as a training medium for future 
practitioners. “The great weakness of 
lawyers today,” he said, “is inadequate 
training in the art of expressing them- 
selves, both in speaking and in writ- 
ing.” He concluded that “. . . work on 
a law review is of great assistance in 
developing the close thinking and pre- 
cise writing required in the prepara- 
tion of good briefs, as well as in ana- 
lyzing the problems of the client and 
in drafting the necessary legal instru- 
ments.” By way of illustrating the 


practical utility of law review material 
generally the speaker mentioned the 
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numerous times that University of 
Florida Law Review has been cited, 
despite the fact that it is only four 
years old, and also the extensive re- 
sort to it by circuit courts and other 
judicial bodies rendering unreported 
opinions. His remarks were _inter- 
spersed with humorous but nonethe- 
less definite criticism of certain foibles 
of the proverbial law review tech- 
nique. In particular he condemned from 
the practitioner’s standpoint the type 
of material that constitutes a mere 
bibliography, the resort to vague gen- 
eral statements, the tendency to express 
the opinion of the author rather than 
to analyze accurately the law, and the 
heavy use of footnotes designed merely 
to show how learned the writer is, as 
for example the “But cf.” type of foot- 
noting with no indication of the nature 
of the decisions listed. The delegates 
warmly praised what many described 
as the most practical and constructive 
criticism of law reviews that they had 
yet heard. 

In the brief recesses between busi- 
ness sessions the delegates were treated 
to several gallons of Florida’s famous 
orange juice, donated by Wells Citrus 
Service, of Tavares. Each guest re- 
ceived a complimentary copy of the 
Southern Conference Issue of Univers- 
ity of Florida Law Review, arranged 


on the basis of a suggestion offered 
by President Miller several months ago 
and presenting for the first time in 
the history of this type of publication 
material contributed to one issue by 
over a dozen law reviews. 

At the final business session the 
delegates elected Dr. George John 
Miller Chairman of the Conference for 
1953, and accepted the invitation of 
University of Kentucky to hold the next 
meeting there. Miller is a Florida prod- 
uct, having graduated from St. Peters- 
burg High School as valedictorian at 
age 14. After two further years of high 
school work he entered the University 
of Florida, where he completed his A.B. 


in three years, with a major in phi- 
losophy and an A in every academic 
course. He served as chancellor of the 
University Honor Court, contributing 
editor of the Alligator, literary editor 
of the Seminole, member of the de- 
bating team, and president of the glee 
club and of the Farr Literary Society. 
He then went to Oxford University, 
England, as a Rhodes scholar. While 
obtaining his B.A. in jurisprudence he 
won the Boulter Exhibition in law and 
made his varsity “blue” in lacrosse. 
He attended Columbia University as a 
research fellow, where he received his 
LL.M., and obtained the degree of doc- 
tor en derecho with highest honors 
from the National University of Spain 
in Madrid. He practiced law for seven 
years with Messrs. Davis Polk Ward- 
well Sunderland & Kiendl in New York 
City, and served as a guest lecturer at 
the Practicing Law Institute. During 
the war he spent five years in the 
Naval Intelligence Foreign Service, 
finishing as lieutenant commander. He 
has been professor of law and faculty 
advisor to University of Florida Law 
Review since its first publication in 
the spring of 1948, and has also been 
active as author of legal articles, 
speaker at institutes, advisor to various 
committees of the Florida Bar, and 
member of American Bar Association 
committees in the field of administra- 
tive law. He is a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, Florida Blue 
Key, Omicron Delta Kappa, Phi Alpha 
Delta, Tau Kappa Epsilon, Alpha Phi 
Epsilon, and Holy Trinity choir. His 
social fraternity is Sigma Alpha Epsi- 
lon. He is a member of the New York 
Bar and the Bar of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 

Numerous letters from the several 
delegates indicate that they thoroughly 
enjoyed the hospitality of the Uni- 
versity of Florida, which was happy 
to extend its facilities to the oldest 
and largest law review conference in 
existence. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS --- 1951-1952 


The Committee on Administrative 
Law of the Florida Bar reports that 
during the preceding year there have 
been no matters referred to the Com- 
mittee and no formal meetings have 
been held. 

The Supreme Court of Florida has 
not yet acted upon the pending petition 
of the previous committee for revision 
of Supreme Court Rule 11(13) as to 
the record on Florida Industrial Com- 
mission appeals. 


As to the study and suggested re- 
vision of the Rules of Practice of the 
Florida Railroad and Public Utilities 
Commission undertaken by a sub-com- 
mittee of the previous committee, it is 
understood that general revision of 
certain other of its rules and regula- 


tions is being made by the Commission, 
and it is expected that when these re- 
vised rules are published, new Rules of 
Practice will likewise be promulgated. 


It is recommended that a standing 
Committee, composed of lawyers well 
versed in this field, be continued to 
consider and make recommendations 
respecting administrative law matters. 


Respectfully submitted, 


O. C. Beakes, Harry T. Gray, Wal- 
lace M. Jopling, William P. Tomasello, 
Harold B. Wahl, M. Dudley Burton, 
William W. Gay, A. Pickens Coles, J. 
Herndon Hansbrough, Guyte P. Mc- 
Cord, Jr., Morrice S. Uman, David W. 
Walters, Robert Y. Patterson, Jr., Clif- 
ford T. Inglis, Chairman. 


COMMITTEE ON ADMIRALTY RULES 


The Committee on Admiralty Rules 
makes its formal report herewith. Im- 
mediately following the appointment of 
the committee, the United States Dis- 
trict Judges for the Northern and 
Southern Districts of Florida requested 
the committee to go over the present 
local admiralty rules and submit recom- 
mendations for revision of the same 
and to bring them up to date. 

The Miami subcommittee had al- 
ready drafted a preliminary revision 
which was used as a basis for the com- 
mittee’s work. Meetings of the sub- 
committees in Jacksonville, Miami and 
Tampa were held, and considerable cor- 
respondence was exchanged as to re- 
visions e"d amendments. Your Chair- 
man went to Miami to meet with the 
Miami subcommittee, and he also con- 
ferred with the Chief Deputy Clerk 
there. He likewise conferred informally 
with the members of the subcommit- 
tee in Tampa and with the Judges 
there. 

Numerous conferences were had with 
Judge Simpson at Jacksonville, to whom 


the Court had delegated the primary 
task of working out with the commit- 
tee the details of the revision. With the 
cooperation of Judge Simpson and Chief 
Deputy Clerk Julian Blake, the rules 
were finally whipped into shape and, 
by Court Order, will become effective 
for the Southern District as of April 1, 
1952. Your Chairman is likewise ad- 
vised that they will become effective 
for the Northern District as of the 
same date. 

It is recommended that a committee 
on the subject be continued as undoubt- 
edly problems will arise from time to 
time in view of the rather extensive 
overhauling of the rules. 

The revised rules are being pub- 
lished in local legal publications over 
the state and, with annotations, in the 
Florida Law Journal for March, 1952. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David W. Dyer, Walter B. Humpkey, 
Robert L. Casey, Hervey Yancey, Ralph 
C. Dell, Burton G. Henson, Reuben 
Ragland, Chester Bedell, William A. 
Gillen, Harold B. Wahl, Chairman. 
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WHAT IS YOUR PREFERENCE? 


Here is a list of the Standing and Special Committees of 
The Florida Bar. It is my desire, as far as may be possible, to 
appoint committee members on their expressed preference 
for service. Please let me have your preference. 


WM. A. McRAE, JR., 
President-elect 
P. O. Box 988 
Bartow, Florida 


Administrative Law 

American Citizenship 
American Law Institute 
Bankruptcy 

Civil Procedure 

Constitution 

Cooperation with Accountants 


Cooperation with Lawyers’ 
Title Guaranty Fund 


Cooperation with Realtors 
Criminal Law and Procedure 
Circuit Grievance Committees 
Federal Taxation 


Judicial Administration 


Law Reporting 
Legal Aid 


Legal Education and Admission 
to the Bar 


Legal Institutes 

Legal Services to Armed Forces 
Legislative 

Memorials 

Probate and Guardianship 
Professional Ethics 

Public Relations 

Publication of Law Journal 
Unauthorized Practice of Law 
Uniform Commercial Code 


| am most interested in serving on the following commit- 
tees: (List in order of preference. ) 


Name 


Address 


City 
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The preparation and completion of 
Florida annotations to those subjects 
in the restatement which have not been 
annotated and the bringing up to date 
of the annotations on subjects which 
were completed several years ago is of 
considerable importance to Florida at- 
torneys. With increasing frequency the 
Courts are citing the restatement, and 
until the annotations are made current 
the restatement will not serve its full 
purpose. 

Considerable service and some fi- 
nances will be required to accomplish 


AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTE COMMITTEE 


this work. The committee has been un- 
able to find a sponsor who could furnish 
these services. It may be necessary 
for the integrated bar to finance this 
undertaking. 

The committee has from time to time 
given its approval and encouragement 
to the work of the American Law In- 
stitute Committee on Continuing Legal 
Education. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas McE. Johnston, E. A. Clay- 
ton, Harold A. Kooman, H. Plant Os- 
borne, Olin E. Watts, Chairman. 


COMMITTEE ON BANKRUPTCY 


The undersigned committee on bank- 
ruptcy was appointed by Hon. John T. 
Wigginton in January, 1951, but in- 
sufficient time was available for the 
committee to complete its study and its 
draft of proposed rules for bankruptcy 
administration in the Northern and 
Southern Districts of Florida before 
the end of Mr. Wigginton’s term. Thus 
the work was continued under vour able 
direction. 

Judge DeVane of the Northern Dis- 
trict had commissioned his referee, 
Judge L. L. Foster, to draft rules for 
his court, and new rules have been pro- 
vided and adopted in that jurisdiction. 
They reveal the skill and foresight of 
the author. By reason of the small 
amount of bankruptcy cases in the 
Northern District and the great dis- 
tance to be covered by the court for 
such business, the rules were naturally 
adapted to the needs of that particular 
district and could not be followed in 
the Southern District. There is no com- 
parison between the two districts in 
point of population, volume and variety 
of bankruptcy cases, and the larg 
number of lawyers for whose conduct 
provision must be made in the rules. 

The program of your committee, 
therefore, was confined to preparation 
of proposed rules for the Southern Dis- 
trict of Florida. The existing rules in 
this district were promulgated in 1932, 


six years before the Chandler Act be- 
came effective. At that time, the popu- 
lation in the Southern District was only 
a fraction of its present size and at 
that time the volume of business was 
likewise a mere fraction of the present 
amount. Every indication points to an 
increase in the business of the Federal 
Court in South Florida and a cor- 
responding increase in the bankruptcy 
practice. 

Thus it is that new bankruptcy rules, 
conforming to the requirements of a 
busy court and the Chandler Bank- 
ruptey Act and General Orders and De- 
cisions thereunder, are imperatively 
needed. 

Your committee has striven to serve 
that need, which has been felt in other 
jurisdictions—in the Northern and 
Southern District of New York, in the 
District of Columbia, in Connecticut, in 
the Eastern and Western District of 
Michigan, in the Southern District of 
Ohio, in the Northern District of IIli- 
nois, in the Western District of Arkan- 
sas, in the Southern District of In- 
diana, and in other juridictions. 

Through the courtesy of the Admin- 
istrative Office of the United States 
Courts, your chairman was able to pro- 
vide his committee with the proposed 
draft of new bankruptcy rules of the 
United States District Courts for the 
Northern District Court of Ohio, for 
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the Eastern and Southern Districts of 
New York, and for the District of 
Columbia. Through the courtesy of the 
Chairman of the Indiana committee, 
Hon. Chas. B. Feiblemen of Indianap- 
olis, this committee was supplied with 
proposed bankruptcy rules for the Dis- 
trict Court of the Southern District of 
Indiana. 

With these excellent drafts before 
the Committee, its work was greatly 
aided and facilitated. 

Your committee found that the pro- 
posed rules of the District of Columbia 
would more nearly satisfy the need of 
the Southern District of Florida than 
any other rules before the committee. 
As a matter of fact, your committee 
borrowed liberally from these rules. 

In November, 1951, the work of this 
committee was completed. Copies of the 
proposed rules were submitted to the 
judges of the court, and in December 
Chief Judge John W. Holland called a 
conference with Hon. L. Ear] Curry and 
the chairman of the committee to con- 
sider the proposed rules and the proper 
method of disposing of them. 

Upon the direction of Judge Holland, 
copies of the proposed rules were furn- 
ished each of the referees in the Dis- 
trict and each of the thirty-three bar 
associations in the District with re- 
quest for comemnt, criticism, or sug- 
gestion. 

The effect of the circularization was 
the same as an “order to show cause” 
why the proposed rules should not be 


Missing Heirs, Legatees 


or Owners 


Attorneys seldom have time or facilities 
to search for missing or unknown heirs, 
legatees, owners of property, and 
links in chains of title. 


Our international organization, estab- 
lished more than thirty-seven years, spe- 
cializes in such investigations, as well as 
searches for missing owners of dormant 
bank accounts, terminated trusts, real es- 
tate, and leaseholds. 


Our business is conducted upon a con- 
tingent basis; and we cooperate with at- 
torneys under ethical standards, without 
expense to the forwarder. Inquiries are 
solicited. 


WwW. C. COX & COMPANY 


Chicago 4, Ml. 


208 South LaSalle St. 


adopted. Several of the associations 
responded with helpful suggestions and 
criticisms. 

In Jacksonville, Judge Simpson had 
a conference with Hon. Emmet Safey, 
referee, David J. Lewis, member of the 
bankruptcy committee of the Florida 
bar, and a representative of the Duval 
County Bar Association, resulting in 
several valuable suggestions to the 
rules as proposed. Criticisms of the pro- 
posed rules were few. Commendation 
was general. 

Thereupon Judge Holland called a 
further conference with Judge Curry 
and the chairman of your committee. 
The court was fortunate in having 
Judge Curry available, as he is past 
president of the National Association 
of Referees in Bankruptcy and was a 
member of the National Bankruptcy 
Conference that drafted the Chandler 
Bankruptcy Act initially. 

The result of this conference of 
Judge Holland, Judge Curry and your 
chairman was a final consideration of 
the proposed rules. Important changes 
were made at the suggestion of Judge 
Holland and Judge Curry and several 
of the bar associations. 


The rules as proposed are now being 
further considered by the court and 
may be adopted within a matter of days. 

Space does not permit a recital of 
the content of these new rules or the 
major changes involved in them. Brief- 
ly, they seek to lighten the burden of 
the judges and increase the task and 
responsibility of the referees. They 
seek greater control of the administra- 
tion of receivers, they facilitate the 
work of the bar in further delineation 
of its task in the bankruptcy practice 
and encourage participation through 
authority for partial allowances and 
through simplicity of procedure in ob- 
taining compensation. The proposed 
rules seek to follow with greater clear- 
ness the letter and spirit of Florida’s 
Constitution and laws to safeguard the 
homestead. The rules satisfy an old 
need for method of disposition of books 
and records of closed bankruptcy cases, 
which have become a problem particu- 
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larly in South Florida. Regulations of 
the Federal government respecting the 
proper number of copies of petitions 
and orders under the different pro- 
cedures are respected. 

To sum up, the proposed rules are 
new rules. In every respect, they bear 
no comparison to the existing rules. 
The proposed rules conform to the 
Chandler Bankruptcy Act, considered 
by authorities the best bankruptcy law 
ever enacted. It is believed that these 


proposed rules, if adopted, will greatly 
strengthen the hand of the court, serve 
well the beneficial provisions of the 
bankruptcy law, and promote the ad- 
ministration of justice. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Herbert U. Feibelman, chairman; 
David J. Lewis, F. E. Starnes, John 
W. B. Shaw, L. L. Foster, B. L. Cooper, 
L. Earl Curry, W. G. Ward, Jackson 
Cargill, Chas. H. Ross. 


COMMITTEE ON CIVIL PROCEDURE 


The first meeting of this Committee 
was delayed until July 14, 1951, to 
await the outcome of the Bar’s legis- 
lative program 

At the first meeting of the Commit- 
tee the preparation and presentation of 
the Petition to the Supreme Court re- 
questing the changes in the Rules of 
Civil Procedure, which were approved 
by the 1951 Convention, was discussed 
and Mr. W. H. Poe of the Committee 
drafted a Petition which had the ap- 
proval of the Committee. 

The matter was orally argued before 
the Supreme Court on December 7, 
1951, after due notice was given to all 
members of the Bar in the Bar Journal. 
Mr. W. H. Poe and the Chairman pre- 
sented the matter for the Bar. There 
was no objection, and the Court on the 
13th day of March, 1952, entered its 
order approving the Petition as filed, 
the changes incorporated in the Pe- 
tition to be effective June 1, 1952. 

A Sub-Committee was appointed for 
the purpose of making a detailed study 


of conflicts between Equity and Com- 
mon Law Rules. This Committee con- 
sisted of Mr. Clarence E. Brown, Lake 
City, Florida; Mr. Edward I. Cutler, 
Tampa, Florida; Mr. J. Compton 
French, DeLand, Florida; Mr. J. Lance 
Lazonby, Gainesville, Florida; and Mr. 
B. Campbell Thornal, Orlando, Florida. 
A meeting of this Sub-Committee was 
held on Saturday, September 8, 1951, 
and will make its report to the final 
meeting of the full Committee to be 
held on May 38, 1952, at Tampa, Florida. 

At this meeting on May 3rd Mr. 
Charles Tom Henderson, of the Statu- 
tory Revision Committee, will present 
for consideration of the Committee rec- 
ommended statutory changes to elimi- 
nate Statutes conflicting with the Rules’ 
Provisions. 

A full report and recommendation 
will be submitted prior to the time of 
the Convention for action. 

This the 2nd day of April, A.D. 1952. 

Respectfully submitted, 
William H. Dial, Chairman 
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COMMITTEE ON COOPERATION WITH 
REALTORS 


The special Committee on Coopera- 
tion with Realtors was appointed Octo- 
ber 15th, 1951, pursuant to the meeting 
of the Board of Governors at Pensacola 
on October 12th, 1951. 


The instructions given were that: 
“The scope of the Committee is to dis- 
cuss and explore the fields and areas 
in which each group will consent the 
other should operate. In the other 
spheres, where there may be some lack 
of agreement as to the scope of opera- 
tion of either group, we hope that the 
discussions of your Committee will 
eventually lead to an agreement which 
will produce harmony and eliminate 
friction in the activities of our profes- 
sion and the activities of realtors. In 
the long range, this may lead to the 
enactment of an appropriate statute 
defining the practice of law which will 
not encounter the same uninformed op- 
position as experienced in the past.” 


At about the same time, the then 
newly-elected President of the Florida 
Association of Realtors announced the 
appointment of a similar committee 
entitled ‘Realtors’ Committee on Bar 
Relations’, consisting of Walter W. 
Rose of Orlando as Chairman, Jay 
Hearin of Tampa, Richard D. Barker 
of Jacksonville, J. E. Hollenbeck, West 
Palm Beach, Harry J. Wood of Ft. 
Myers, Terry Richardson of Pensacola, 
and E. D. Keefer of Miami Beach. Also 
directed to serve therewith is Mr. W. 
H. Poe, the attorney for the Florida 
Association of Realtors. 


For the past several years, numerous 
objections and complaints have been 
made concerning the conduct of real 
estate brokers in real estate transac- 
tions. The “jurisdictional” squabble be- 
tween many members of The Bar and 
real estate brokers, particularly in 
Dade County, with its active real estate 
market, resulted in a case finally de- 
termined by the Supreme Court, styled 
The Keyes Company vs. Dade County 
Bar Association, and reported as 46 


So. 2d 605. The Supreme Court of Flor- 
ida, in a majority opinion, stated that 
the fundamental question was the line 
of demarkation between the sphere in 
which the realtors should operate and 
the sphere in which the lawyers who 
represent clients who are parties to a 
real estate transaction, should operate. 

It also became apparent that there 
was need for mutual understanding on 
the part of the members of the two 
professions, as well as cooperation, in 
order to overcome any ill-feeling which 
might have been engendered by the 
litigation. 

The Miami Beach Bar Association 
took a step forward in the right direc- 
tion by inviting the members of the 
Miami Beach Board of Realtors to a 
“love feast”. Special committees on co- 
operation were appointed and were 
working harmoniously when an inci- 
dent occurred which caused the State 
Association of Realtors to step into 
the picture. 


The St. Petersburg Bar Association, 
disturbed over the conduct of title in- 
surance companies in real estate trans- 
actions, filed two suits against title 
companies there to restrain them from 
practicing law, in effect, and to other- 
wise define the limitations upon title 
companies in real estate transaction. 

The realtors of the State reached the 
conclusion that any decision rendered 
in these causes would vitally affect 
them. 


An important press release indicated 
that an “old feud” was renewed, and 
that the “realtors, lawyers, face finish 
fight”. That the “Florida realtors have 
reached a momentous decision—to 
grapple in a show-down battle with 
lawyers over who can and can’t do what 
in the consummation of a real estate 
transaction”. 

It was learned through correspond- 
ence that similar agitation existed 
throughout the country; that in some 
instances law action had been resorted 
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to; and that the trend had been favor- 
able to lawyers. In other instances, real 
estate groups had resorted to causing 
their Legislatures to enact laws autho- 
rizing brokers to prepare all necessary 
instruments in real estate transactions. 
The problem was accentuated during 
and since the war, with so many new 
homes having been constructed, and 
the rapid turn-over in real estate. 


It was believed that since both the 
lawyers and the realtors each sought 
to serve the public in their own field 
of endeavor, that if there was over- 
lapping, it would be the job of the two 
professions to define the limits of the 
services of each, and of equal im- 
portance, to prevent further encroach- 
ments, since if such encroachments 
were permitted to continue, both pro- 
fession would suffer and the public 
could lose confidence in both pro- 
fessions. 


With the foregoing in view, your 
Chairman met with the Chairman of 
the Board of Realtors at Orlando, at 
which time an agenda was agreed upon 
for a joint meeting of the two Com- 
mittees. The Committee met independ- 
ently on March 22nd, 1952, at Orlando, 
and subsequently that day, the two 
Committees met. 


To cover all of the points discussed 
would unduly extend this report. Much 
has yet to be accomplished. It is suf- 
ficient to report at this time that the 
realtors “claim the right to draw and 
fill in blanks on any documents neces- 
sary to the full completion of any real 
estate transaction which they handle, 
if the parties are agreeable to or re- 
quest it’. It was, of course, the Florida 
Bar view that realtors, that is, real 
estate brokers, should not be permitted 
to enter into the field of conveyancing. 

It is hoped that further conferences 
would be held and that an educational 
program on both a State as well as 
local level was absolutely necessary to 
be instituted. 

The Florida Bar Committee recom- 
mended to the Board of Governors that 
The Florida Bar should immediately 
intervene in the St. Petersburg suits 


brought by the St. Petersburg Bar As- 
sociation against the title companies, 
since the realtors have intervened and 
their intervention was allowed; that 
the problem is of sufficient magnitude 
to affect the lawyers of the entire 
State, and the burden should not be 
borne by a local Bar Association. Fur- 
thermore, the prestige given to defend- 
ing the problem should be raised to a 
State level, since the Florida Associ- 
ation of Realtors intervened for that 
very purpose. It is also recommended 
that a series of public relations pro- 
grams be instituted, geared and direct- 
ed to overcome the bad effect of any 
adverse publicity created through the 
current realtors’ endeavors to raise 
funds to defend the St. Petersburg 
title company suits. 


It is recommended that this Com- 
mittee be continued, since it has barely 
begun to scratch the surface on effort 
necessary to accomplish the objective 
of the very name of the Committee, to 
wit: “Cooperation with Realtors”. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Jack A. Abbott, Chairman, Miami 
Beach; Wilson Saunders, Orlando; 
Perry Murray, Frostproof; Paul Game, 
Tampa; Charles E. Booth, Daytona 
Beach; J. Nixon Daniel, Jr., Pensacola; 
Dr. James E. Chace, Gainesville. 
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COMMITTEE ON CONFERENCE OF LOCAL AND 
REGIONAL BAR ASSOCIATIONS 


The Committee on Conference of Lo- 
cal and Regional Bar Associations has 
held no meeting. 


Your chairman as the chairman also 
of the Conference of Voluntary Bar 
Associations of Florida attempted to 
organize a mid-winter meeting of the 
Conference to be held in Jacksonville 
on January 18th and 19th, 1952, con- 
temporaneously with the meeting of 
the Board of Governors of The Florida 
Bar. Such a meeting would have been 
similar to the mid-winter meeting of 
the Bar Delegates formerly held be- 
fore the Florida State Bar Association 
ceased to exist. To this end I sent a 
communication to the presidents of all 
local bar associations in the state, copy 
of which is annexed. 


The response was discouraging. Re- 
plies were received from only three as- 
sociations: Palm Beach County, the 


Eighth Judicial Circuit and Jackson- 
ville. That of the first named asso- 
ciation was negative, the other two 
were affirmative. Under the circum- 
stances, I concluded that it would be 
futile to attempt to call a meeting and 
did not do so. 


Apparently there is little or no in- 
terest in such an organization and I 
question the desirability of attempting 
to continue it in existence. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Frank H. Elmore, Jr., Chairman. 


TO THE PRESIDENTS OF THE LO- 
CAL BAR ASSOCIATIONS OF THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA: 

One of the last acts of the old Florida 
State Bar Association before it was 
dissolved was the passage of a resolu- 
tion establishing a Conference of Vol- 
untary Bar Associations and _ their 
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members. In accordance with that reso- 
lution the president of the Florida Bar 
Association, the Honorable Richard H. 
Hunt, of Miami, appointed a commit- 
tee to prepare a constitution for sub- 
mission to an organizational meeting of 
such conference. This committee was 
composed of representatives from each 
of the then fifteen judicial circuits, 
with the Honorable William A. McRae, 
Jr., of Bartow, as chairman. It held 
several meetings and agreed upon a 
draft of a constitution which was sub- 
mitted to and adopted by the first 
meeting of the Conference held on 
March 22, 1951, at the Palm Beach Bilt- 
more Hotel, when I was elected as 
chairman. A copy of the constitution is 
enclosed. 

The Board of Governors of the Flor- 
ida Bar is to meet in Jacksonville at 
the George Washington Hotel on Jan- 
uary 18th and 19th, 1952. A suggestion 
has been made by members of several 
local bar associations that the mid- 
winter meeting of the Conference of 
Voluntary Bar Associations be held 
contemporaneously with the meeting of 
the Board of Governors. This would be 
similar to the mid-winter meeting of 
Bar Delegates which proved to be so 
beneficial until it was terminated when 
the Florida State Bar Association 
ceased to exist. 


The Conference has been requested 
to sponsor a program designed to bring 
speakers of established reputation be- 
fore the students of the law schools of 
the state and before laymen’s organi- 
zations, such as civic clubs etc., to dis- 
cuss the practical applications of the 
Code of Ethics, including the lawyer’s 
professional duties and his obligations 
to the court, to his clients and to the 
public. Mr. Giles J. Patterson, of Jack- 
sonville, is deeply interested in such a 
program, which was _ enthusiastically 
endorsed by the Board of Governors of 
the Florida Bar at the meeting in 
Tampa last July, and which has the 
approval of the deans of the law schools. 


If a sufficient number of presidents 
of local bar associations express an 
interest in having such a meeting and 
also will give assurance that it will be 
attended by the delegates from their 
organizations, by writing to me not 
later than December 15th, I shall noti- 
fy the presidents of all voluntary bar 
associations of the state that such a 
meeting has been called. 


I await your replies. 


Sincerely yours, 
Frank H. Elmore, Jr., 


Chairman, Conference of 
Voluntary Bar Associations 
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COMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION OF 
FLORIDA 


Six years ago the president of the 
Florida State Bar Association, ap- 
pointed a committee to prepare a pro- 
posed Constitution for submission to 
the people of Florida for criticisms and 
suggestions. The proposed draft was 
made and submitted three separate 
times by committees of the bar asso- 
ciation to all the newspapers in the 
state, to all the lawyers, to all the 
principals of the high schools, and to 
all the Judges, cabinet officers, and 
legislators. Each time it was submitted 
valuable suggestions were received, and 
the committee wrote its final draft for 
submission to the legislature in 1949. 

At the meeting at Bellaire in 1949 
it was decided that it would be best not 
to submit the entire new Constitution 
to the legislature for consideration but 
to wait until a constitutional convention 
had been called or some other arrange- 
ment made by the legislature for the 
preparation of a new Constitution. The 
committee was authorized to say to 
those to whom the legislature entrusted 
the preparation of the new Constitution 
that it stood in readiness to offer legal 
services without charge. 

The committee prepared a new draft 
of the Judiciary Article, which was 
approved at the Bellaire meeting, and 
the committee submitted it to a joint 
meeting of the Judiciary Committee of 
the House and Senate. The bar asso- 
ciation committee received a very re- 
spectful hearing, but the proposed 
Article V was not submitted to the 
people by the legislature. 


As the bar association had done all 
it could until the legislature made some 
arrangement for the preparation of a 
new Constitution, the committee has 
merely been holding itself in readiness 
to offer its services to those whom the 
legislature may authorize to write a 
new Constitution. 

In the meantime a laymen’s Citizens’ 
Committee, consisting of a group of 
outstanding citizens from all parts of 
the state, has been organized, with Hon. 


J. E. Dovell, of the University of Flor- 
ida, as chairman. This committee has 
held many meeting and is endeavoring 
at the present time to start building a 
“grass roots” group of citizens who 
will get behind the movement for a new 
Constitution. The Citizens’ Committee 
is endeavoring to amend the Constitu- 
tion by substituting new articles for 
the old ones at different times, and 
thus ultimately obtaining a new Con- 
stitution in that way. The Citizens’ 
Committee submitted to the 1951 legis- 
lature suggested changes for modifying 
the Constitution, which met a fate 
similar to the suggestions made by the 
bar association in 1949. 

The Citizens’ Committee is actively 
at work, and there is nothing that the 
bar association committee can do now 
except to wait on the efforts of that 
organization and on the legislature. 
Whenever the legislature sees fit to 
take the necessary steps to have a new 
Constitution prepared, the bar associ- 
ation committee can be of considerable 
service in connection with the legal 
details of such work, and we recom- 
mend that the committee of the Florida 
Bar be continued from year to year in 
readiness for such work. 

The committee has made some im- 
provements in the Judiciary article sub- 
mitted to the legislature in 1949, and 
these improvements can be submitted 
to whatever group the legislature calls 
for writing a new Constitution. 

Section IV of the Bill of Rights of 
the present Constitution of Florida, 
provides that: 

“Right and justice shall be ad- 

ministered without sale, denial or 

delay,” 


thus putting the delay of justice on a 
parity with the denial of justice, and 
even the sale of justice. Under section 
1 of Article V of the present Consti- 
tution, the judicial power is vested in 
certain courts and in 

“such other courts or commissions 

as the Legislature may from time 
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to time ordain and establish.” 

As a result of the wording of this 
section of the Constitution twelve sep- 
arate kinds of courts have been estab- 
lished in Florida, with the result that 
there has been unnecessary delay in 
justice in many instances. This delay 
has not been due to the personnel of 
the courts but to the system. The com- 
mittee feels that Judiciary Article V 
as approved by the bar association in 
1949 and as improved by the committee 
since that time will result in great im- 


provement 
justice. 
Respectfully submitted, 

John S. Ausley, Guy W. Botts, W. 
Brantley Brannon, Catherine H. Carter, 
Richard W. Ervin, William Fisher, Sr., 
Carl T. Hoffman, Edward T. Mackin, 
Raymer F. Maguire, Alfred P. Mar- 
shall, D. Fred McMullen, Robert S. 
Pierce, Jr., William H. Rogers, T. M. 
Shackleford, Jr., Hugh M. Sutton, 
Harry B. Terrell, D. H. Redfearn, 
Chairman. 


in the administration of 


COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL TAXATION 


Your Committee on Federal Taxation 
submits the following report: 


Amendments to Sections 731-34 and 
733.37, Florida Statutes 1949, proposed 
by this Committee and approved by 
the Florida Bar at its 1951 meeting 
were both adopted by the Legislature 
in substantially the form submitted. 
A representative of this Committee ap- 
peared before the Legislative Commit- 
tees concerned with these bills. 


Your Committee has cooperated with 
the Committee on Legal Institutes and 
has volunteered tax lawyers to speak 
at Legal Institutes throughout the 
State wherever requested. Such re- 
quests, however, have been very few, 
and it is believed that the usefulness 
of tax speakers on Legal Institute pro- 
grams should be expanded. Further 
recommendations in this report are di- 
rected to that end. 


The Committee recommends that its 
name be changed from “Committee on 
Federal Taxation” to “Committee on 
Taxation.” The purpose is to give this 
Committee authority to deal with all 
tax matters of concern to the Bar, to 
include Federal, State and Local taxes. 


It is believed that there is a suf- 
ficiently large number of attorneys 
engaged primarily in tax practice to 
warrant the establishment of a “Tax 
Section” of the Florida Bar. The “Com- 
mittee on Taxation” could then be 
chosen from this “Tax Section”, the 
membership of which would be com- 
paratively stable from year to year. 


Distance is one of the major handi- 
caps in getting a representative number 
of the Committee together at a single 
meeting, due to wide distances; this 
problem is perhaps common to all com- 
mittees. It is believed that this can be 
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overcome in the future by designating 
an area chairman in each of the more 
populous regions, such as Tampa-St. 
Petersburg-Clearwater, Miami, Orlan- 
do, Jacksonville, Gainesville, Pensacola- 
Panama City, and Tallahassee. These 
area chairmen, together with the Com- 
mittee Chairman, would constitute the 
Executive Committee. Their presence 
could be reasonably counted upon for 
each meeting of the full committee. It 
is believed such a plan of organiza- 
tion would both facilitate and expand 
the committee’s activities. 

The committee believes that one of 
its principal functions is bringing tax 
matters of importance to the attention 
of general practitioners. Legal Insti- 
tues are decidedly helpful, but not suf- 
ficient for this purpose. The commit- 


tee now has under discussion some de- 
tailed proposals for furthering this 
purpose. These will be submitted at the 
Bar Meeting in June as a supplement 
to this report. 

Questions often arise concerning tax 
matters, both Federal, State, and local, 
on which the views of the Tax Com- 
mittee would be helpful to the Florida 
Delegation in Washington and to the 
members of the Florida Legislature. 
Time is frequently short and it is sug- 
gested that consideration be given to 
authorizing the Tax Committee to 
transmit its recommendations on tax 
questions without securing the approval 
of the Board of Governors where time 
to do so does not permit. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Hugh R. Dowling, Chairman 


INTER-AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 
CONVENTION 


At a very late date I was elected dele- 
gate by the Florida Bar to the Conven- 
tion of the Inter-American Bar Asso- 
ciation, meeting at Montevideo, Uru- 
guay, November 19 to December 2, 
1951. I was asked to prepare a paper 
on the subject, “Potential Conflicts Be- 
tween Domestic and International Law 
in the ‘Point Four’ Projects.” This I 
did, and presented it on November 23rd 
to the Association in Montevideo. I 
attach a copy of the paper hereto. 

Flying from Miami on November 
15th, we made connections with the 
famous double-decked Pan American 
Strato-Clipper El Presidente, cruising 
between New York and Buenos Aires. 
After the convention, Mrs. Wahl and 
I visited most of the capitals of South 
America by air, cruising from 11,000 
to 24,000 feet in pressurized cabins, 
with scarcely a “wiggle” of the plane. 
We didn’t know such flying was possi- 
ble. You fly around South America for 
the same price as going to Montevideo 
and return. 

We were very courteously received 
wherever we went, and outstanding was 
our reception and the hospitality shown 


by the Bar and people generally of 
Montevideo, Uruguay. The delegates 
were invited to some eight or nine re- 
ceptions, a barbecue, and an all-day 
outing to Ponta Del Este, Uruguay’s 
famous beach. Most of the delegates 
accepted the invitations. 

With all this good fellowship, it 
might be supposed we did little work, 
but the contrary was true. Some twenty- 
seven three-hour sessions were held. It 
was the hardest working convention I 
have attended. Some 450 delegates from 
all over the Americas, and Islands ad- 
jacent, attended. The convention was 
organized in some fourteen sections, 
with each section taking up, discussing, 
and often making recommendations on 
such subject which was afterward pre- 
sented to the convention for action. In 
most subjects of law applicable to the 
Western Hemisphere, the convention as 
a whole got new visions, and the Special 
Committees got a good workout, and 
much information on their special sub- 
jects. 

My paper was assigned to Commit- 
tee No. 1, on International Law. The 
whole “Point Four” program is con- 
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troversial. It is realized that sooner or 
later private capital must be interested 
and protected from loss, if the program 
is to be taken out of high-powered 
politics and put on a good business 
basis. You will note from my paper 
that I took this view. 

The loss of sovereignty by treaty was 
debated. For the first time, many law- 
yers realized that in foreign business 
affairs, especially, we can have binding 
law on our citizens in the U.S.A. where 
only our President and Senate act. A 
splendid article by Frank E. Holman 
on this subject, a former president of 
the American Bar Association, appears 
in the Kiwanis Magazine, March issue. 
It should have wide circulation. An 
amendment to our Constitution is pro- 
posed. 

All in all, I would say that the Inter- 
American Bar Association is not only 
a huge success, but a “must” so far as 
the Florida Bar is concerned. Traveling 
over South and Central America and 
Mexico, you realize what a tremendous 
part these countries are bound to play 
in our future. They have almost inex- 
haustible resources in raw materials. 
Their trade with the United States is 

almost unbelievable. 


Take Brazil for example. Its imports 
from Europe in the near past were 
some 52% of its total, with the United 
States well down the list. Today, Brazil 
imports 62% from the United States. 
What is true here is more or less true 
of the Western Hemisphere in general. 
Great cities with streets full of Ameri- 
can automobiles and trucks. Stores full 
of American goods. 


From a business standpoint, we need 
to develop to its fullest extent every 
contact possible with these countries. 
Florida is the hub of communications 
between North and South and Central 
America. Business is developing at an 
unheard of pace. This will help Florida, 
perhaps, more than any other spot in 
the United States. 


We have four or five hundred stu- 
dents in the University of Miami from 
these countries. These peoples feel close 
to us and like us. The “Good Neighbor 
Policy” is working full force. From a 
patriotic standpoint, we should support 
the Inter-American Bar Association. 


Respectfully submitted, 
John H. Wahl, Sr., 
Cocoa, Fla. 


COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION 


During the past year the Committee 
has directed its efforts primarily tow- 
ard the completion of the work of 
drafting the amendment to Article V 
of the Constitution of Florida relating 
to the Supreme Court. Members of the 
Committee several times met with mem- 
bers of the Constitution Committee 
during the Palm Beach convention, and 
were able to present to the convention 
a text which was approved by the mem- 
bers of the bar who were present. 


Thereafter the Committee, with the 
able assistance of President Allison and 
members of the Legislative Committee, 
took the steps necessary to have the 
draft considered by the Legislature. 
With certain changes, the Legislature 
of Florida approved the proposed re- 


vision of Article V relating to the Su- 
preme Court, such approval appearing 
at page 1896 of the General Laws of 
Florida, 1951, as Committee Substitute 
for Joint Resolution No. 290. 


At the meeting of the Board of Gov- 
ernors, held in January, 1952, a plan 
was approved for submitting to the 
Governor a representative list of quali- 
fied lawyers and judges, fairly repre- 
senting the several geographical areas 
of the State, who may be available for 
appointment to the Court in the event 
of the passage of the amendment. The 
Governor, in a letter published in the 
February issue of the Florida Law 
Journal, has indicated that if the 
amendment is adopted by the people in 
November, he is confident that he can 
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appoint from this list the three ad- 
ditional justices of the Supreme Court. 


In harmony with action already taken 
by the Board of Governors, the Com- 
mittee will recommend to the members 
of the Committee for 1952-53 that an 
intensive campaign be initiated in June 
of this year for the purpose of inform- 
ing the people of Florida of the de- 
sirability of approving the proposed re- 
vision of Article V. 


The Committee has continued its 
studies of the remaining provisions of 


Article V, in the hope that the pro- 
posed revision of this article may be 
completed and ready for submission to 
the 1953 session of the Legislature. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Robert H. Anderson, E. Dixie Beggs, 
E. Harris Drew, Richard H. Hunt, 
Warren L. Jones, Robert J. Pleus, John 
T. Wigginton, Chester Bedell, C. E. 
Chillingworth, John D. Harris, J. Mc- 
Henry Jones, M. L. Mershon, John H. 
Wahl, Jr., Perry A. Nichols, George 
John Miller, Advisor; Wm. A. McRae, 
Jr., Chairman. 


COMMITTEE ON JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 


A full report of this committee’s 
work was earlier rendered, published 
on pages 240-243 of the July 1951 issue 
of the Florida Law Journal (Vol. 25, 
No. 7), relating that its mission had 
been accomplished with the enactment 
into law of the new juvenile court act. 

Since that time, this committee as 
such has had no further task to per- 
form. However, the chairman of this 
committee and several members 
(Judges Carlton, Criswell, McCrary, 
and Robbins) joined with the heads 
and other officers of the Florida Juve- 
nile Court Judges Association, Florida 
County Judges Association, Florida 
Sheriffs Association, Department of 
Public Welfare, County Commissioners 
Association, Florida Probation and 
Parole Association, and Attorney Gen- 
eral, under General Chairman Judge 
Walter S. Criswell, in putting on five 
Regional Conferences on Juvenile 
Courts, preceding the October 1, 1951, 
effective date of the new juvenile court 
act. 

These were held at Marianna, Lake 
City, Ocala, Titusville, and Sebring on 
successive Saturdays in August and 
September 1951. In all, approximately 
500 judges, counsellors, county com- 
missioners, law enforcement officers, 
and other people attended these all-day 
conferences, at which the chairman of 
this committee analyzed the provisions 
of the new juvenile court act, and ex- 
perienced judges, counsellors, law en- 
forcement officers, and others suggest- 


ed proper operating techniques under 
the act. 

On the basis of four months experi- 
ence in actual operations under the new 
act, the judges and counsellors of Flor- 
ida’s juvenile courts, meeting in semi- 
annual conference at Jacksonville Feb- 
ruary 15-16, 1952, agreed that the new 
act was working well, the main stum- 
bling-block being the anticipated diffi- 
culty of operating effectively without 
adequate funds, especially in those few 
counties where the county commission- 
ers were reluctant to appropriate the 
maximum sums allowed under the per- 
missive financing plan substituted by 
the legislature for the mandatory plan 
recommended by the drafting com- 
mittee. 

Further experience in operating un- 
der the act will undoubtedly reveal 
“bugs”, calling for revision at future 
legislative sessions. Such recommenda- 
tions may well need to be made to the 
1953 legislature. Additions to juvenile 
court jurisdiction (such as those men- 
tioned in the chairman’s article, “Flor- 
ida’s New Juvenile Court Act”, in the 
December 1951 issue, Vol. 6, No. 1, 
pages 1-23, of the Miami Law Quarterly, 
reprinted in the 1951 cumulative an- 
nual pocket part for volume 1 of Flor- 
ida Statutes Annotated), may be deem- 
ed desirable. 

Because of the probability that The 
Florida Bar will wish to sponsor wise 
amendments, and oppose unwise amend- 
ments, to the new act, at the 1953 legis- 
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lative session, it is recommended that 
this special committee on juvenile de- 
linquency be replaced by a special com- 
mittee on juvenile courts, to serve dur- 
ing the year 1952-1953 and longer if 
necessary. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Walter H. Beckham, B. R. Burnsed, 


Vassar B. Carlton, Walter S. Criswell, 
J. Emory Cross, Paul R. Kickliter, 
Harry E. King, Perry H. Murray, Rob- 
ert L. McCrary, Jr., Ralph M. McLane, 
Lewis E. Purvis, Richard P. Robbins, 
G. Warren Sanchez, James H. Sweeny 
Jr., Eugene F. Scoles, Advisor; Roger 
J. Waybright, Chairman. 


COMMITTEE ON 


A meeting of the Law Reporting 
Committee of the Florida Bar was held 
in Tallahassee on March 14, 1952, at 
2:00 P.M. 


Subjects discussed by the Committee 
members were: Progress made under 
the continuous Revision System of the 
Florida Statutes; the publication of the 
General and Special Laws of the Legis- 
lature including distribution of pamph- 
let laws during the session of the 
Legislature; Annotations to the Flor- 
ida Statutes; a Citator to Population 
Acts of the Legislature; an Index to 
Local and Special Laws, and proposed 
revisions now in process or to be under- 
taken. 


The Revisor of Statutes reported that 
the 1951 Statutes had been revised, 
various indexes and tables inserted, the 
General Index greatly improved, and 
all deletions of tables and indexes and 
the insertion or new tables or indexes 
and the changing of the color of the 
Statute’s cover had been done upon 
recommendation from members of the 
Florida Bar. Attention was called to 
the fact that twenty-four Revision Bills 
were introduced and passed by the last 
Legislature, repealing or consolidating 
a sufficient number of sections found 
to be either obsolete, duplicated, or ex- 
pired, so that all new statutory laws 
passed by the 1951 Legislature have 
been included in the ’51 Statutes with- 
out any increase in the present size of 
the Statutes, or increase in the sale 
price of the books. 

The difficulty in securing knowledge 
regarding the contents of general stat- 
utory acts of the Legislature and the 

inconvenient lapse of time between the 


LAW REPORTING 


close of the Legislative session, and 
the publication of the General Session 
Laws was thoroughly discussed. 


The Committee proposed that the 
Florida Bar recommend to the Board 
of Commissioners of State Institutions, 
who are responsible for making the 
contract for the publication of the Gen- 
eral and Special Laws that: 


1. The General Session Laws be pub- 
lished in two volumes instead of 
one. 


2. Volume I include only General 
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Laws of state-wide and statutery 
nature. 

3. The publication of the pamphict 
laws and general statutory laws 
be included in a single contract 
and awarded independently of 
other legislative printing. 

4. The type set for the pamphlet laws 
be preserved and used in the pub- 
lication of the General Session 
Laws so that during the legisla- 
tive session and immediately fol- 
lowing publication could be ex- 
pedited and distributed within 45 
days following the close of the 
Legislature. 

The second volume of the General 
Session Laws would then include popu- 
lation acts, relief acts, road designa- 
tions and other subject matter relating 
to a particular area, a person, or a 
county. 

A discussion of Annotations to the 
Florida Statutes, resulting in no rec- 
ommendation at this time pending the 
completion of certain important re- 
visions and a polling of the members 
of the Bar at a later date to ascertain 
their desires and support should such 
a project be undertaken. 

The Committee recommended that 
the Revision Department proceed in the 
preparation of Citator to all Popula- 
tion Acts and an up-to-date index to all 
Local and Special Acts passed by the 
Legislature and these be published in 
a separate pamphlet and made available 
to members of the Bar. 

The Committee was informed that 
at the present time Revisions are in 


process covering the Banking Laws, 
sponsored by the Bankers Association, 
Insurance Laws by a legislative com- 
mittee and the Insurance Commission- 
er, Mechanics’ Lien Law, Ad Valorem 
Tax Laws, Corporation For Profit, and 
a number of minor revisions, consoli- 
dations and clarifications of the law. 
The Revision Department is cooperat- 
ing with all committees. 

The Committee recommended that 
the Attorney General’s Office specially 
concentrate on the Revision of the Ad 
Valorem Tax Laws, the general Corpo- 
ration Laws, the Mechanics’ Lien Laws 
and devote as much time as possible in 
further elimination of obsolete or ex- 
pired statutes, and in the consolidation 
and clarification of conflicting Statutes 
and on such other matters as recom- 
mended by the Florida Bar between 
now and the meeting of the 1953 Legis- 
lature. 

The Committee recommends that the 
Legislature amend the present law to 
permit all commercial law book sales- 
men to sell the Statutes and to allow 
the Law School bookstores to handle 
the Statutes for resale. 

The Committee on behalf of the Flor- 
ida Bar commends the Attorney Gen- 
eral and his staff upon the progress 
which has been made under the con- 
tinuous Revision System. It suggests 
that the members of the Bar purchase 
and make use of the biennial edition 
of the Florida Statutes and support ef- 
forts being made to improve the re- 
porting of the statutory law and as- 
sist the Revision Department by re- 
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porting errors found or changes or cor- 

rections needed in the Florida Statutes. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Frank H. Elmore, Jr., James Messer, 

Jr., Louis Ossinsky, Charles H. Spitz, 

Chester E. Whittle, Lewis H. Tribble, 


Horace Bates, Dewey Knight, Richard 
M. Naylor, Fred T. Saussy, Jr., T. 
Franklin West, Charles V. Silliman, 
Clarence H. Martin, Charles Tom Hen- 
derson, Chairman. 


COMMITTEE ON LEGAL AID 


Your committee on Legal Aid sub- 
mits to you its report for that part of 
the year 1951-52, up to and including 
February 25, 1952. During the term 
of office, your committee has handled 
a large volume of work in carrying out 
the duties of the committee. Included 
in the work of the committee was the 
following: 


1. The Florida State Department of 
Public Welfare requested the assistance 
of your committee relative to aid to de- 
pendent children, and a legal opinion 
concerning actions against persons lia- 
ble for the support of said dependent 
children. Considerable correspondence 
and aid was rendered by the members 
of this association’s committee to that 
department throughout the year. The 
committee cooperated with Family Ser- 
vice Societies in rendering advice in 
certain divorce actions and cases in- 
volving dependent children in the State 
of Florida. 


The Chairman of your committee 
consulted with the Community Chest 
of St. Petersburg, Florida, relative to 
procedure for placing legal aid com- 
mittees as one of the objects of the 
Community Chest in cities having Com- 
munity Chest funds in the State of 
Florida. A chart was prepared outlin- 
ing the scope of the work to be ac- 
complished by such legal aid society 
as a member of the Community Chest 
Fund, and the cost for one year’s opera- 
tion of the society as a branch of the 
Community Chest Fund was furnished 
to the Secretary of the St. Petersburg 
Community Chest for future use. Ad- 
vice and legal service was given and 
rendered to District Welfare Boards 
throughout the state. 


2. The committee was called upon to 


investigate criminal matters for per- 
sons unable to bear the costs of their 
defense. The cases were examined in 
each instance by a member of your 
committee and appropriate action was 
taken based on the report of the com- 
mittee member. Investigations were 
conducted in several parts of the state 
relative to the rights of those who felt 
that they had been unjustly imprisoned, 
and services were rendered in cases 
found to be in need of free legal ser- 
vices. The other applicants were ad- 
vised as to the action of this committee 
and the procedure to be taken for ob- 
taining competent legal counsel to rep- 
resent them in bringing their case be- 
fore the court. 


3. This committee cooperated with 
the Legal Assistance Officers connect- 
ed with the Armed Forces, and referred 
to local counsel cases involving men in 
the Armed Forces who were in need of 
free legal assistance for themselves or 
their dependents. 


4. A large amount of correspond- 
ence was handled by your committee 
with individuals in need of a legal aid 
attorney’s service in civil matters. Re- 
ports were obtained when necessary 
as to their need for the services of an 
attorney connected with a local legal 
legal aid committee or society in the 
area of party seeking relief through or 
advice of counsel. Worthy cases were 
referred to proper local committees for 
the rendition of the necessary legal 
service to the individual in need of 
said legal services. Correspondence was 
maintained between the members of 
the committee and the attorney hand- 
ling the legal matter, as well as the 
client, to see that the case was carried 
to completion. 
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5. The Chairman of the committee 
handled considerable correspondence 
with attorneys for local legal aid com- 
mittees or bureaus relative to legal aid 
service by the local committees and by 
legal aid societies throughout the state. 
Legal aid pamphlets were mailed to a 
number of local Bar committees rela- 
tive to the more efficient management 
of the local legal aid committee or 
society. 

6. Cooperation was given by your 
committee to a large number of legal 
aid bureaus and societies throughout 
the United States. Many cases were re- 
ferred to local counsel for action, thus 
aiding the general functioning of the 
legal aid program throughout this state 
and the nation. 

7. In the field of public relations, 
your committee explained to District 
Welfare Boards, civic associations, and 
other organizations, the need for and 
the functioning of the legal aid work 
in the State of Florida. 

8. The committee members advised 
with and aided local Bar Associations 
in setting up more efficient committees 
for handling local legal aid cases in 
their respective community. 

The other general work of the com- 
mittee was efficiently handled by the 
members of your committee from time 


to time in making 1951-1952 a success- 
ful year in legal aid work in Florida. 

Your committee in Florida wishes to 
stress the fact that the field of legal 
aid work is broadening as the popu- 
lation of our state increases, and there 
remains much work for the legal aid 
committee of the Bar Association to 
do in the years to come. 

In closing your committee wishes to 
assure you that we will carry on the 
legal aid work in a vigorous manner 
to the end of the year. We also desire 
to express our pleasure in having been 
able to work with the efficient officers 
of the Bar Association, and each mem- 
ber of your committee wishes to ex- 
press thanks for the cooperation which 
we have received from the President of 
our Association during the past year. 
The capable service and cooperation of 
the Secretary of the State Bar Asso- 
ciation has helped make the work of 
your committee a success. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert S. Baynard, Chairman; Wil- 
liam Frates, Henry Lilienthal, John C. 
Pinkerton, Wilfred C. Varn, Robert A. 
Rickey, Robert M. Haverfield, Harold 
R. Clark, C. Aubrey Vincent, Stephen 
C. O’Connell, Norman S. Stone, Jack 
Yeslow, Ray Clements, Roger D. Flynn, 
Professor Frank E. Maloney, Advisor. 


COMMITTEE ON LEGAL SERVICES TO 


ARMED 


With reference to the above named 
Committee and my activities as Chair- 
man thereof, I have to report the 
following: 

I have discussed the work of the 
Committee with the different members 
of same by correspondence and personal 
interviews, and all of them have been 
helpful and cooperative. 

During the current year that I have 
served as Chairman I have received 
between fifty and sixty requests from 
servicemen for the names of attorneys 
in different Florida towns, and have 
referred the inquiries to members of 
the Committee in the following places: 


FORCES 


Panama City, St. Petersburg, Or- 
lando, West Palm Beach, Ft. Myers, 
Tampa, Ft. Lauderdale, Miami, Sara- 
sota, Jacksonville, Pensacola, Key West, 
Fernandina and Ocala. 

I feel that this Committee has done 
an excellent job in giving the members 
of our armed forces adequate represen- 
tation, and it is my considered opinion 
that the work should be continued. With 
our National situation as it is at pres- 
ent, I think a larger personnel would 
be advisable, and it is my suggestion 
that this feature be considered. 

Yours very truly, 
Frank R. Crom, Chairman 
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LEGISLATIVE 


Honorable John M. Allison 
President of the Florida Bar 
P. 0. Box 1531 

Tampa, Florida 

Dear Mr. President: 


Your Legislative Committee submits 
herewith its report on the Legislative 
Program of the Bar during the 1951 
session of the State Legislature. 

Following the Bar Convention held 
in Palm Beach last March, there was 
submitted to me drafts of twelve bills 
submitted by the various committees 
of the Bar with instructions that they 
be offered to the Legislature for ap- 
proval. Those bill were as follows: 


Criminal Law 

Relating to qualification of jurors. 

Defining lewd assault. 

Permitting presence of court re- 
porter in grand jury. 

Relating to revocation of driver’s 
license for first offenders. 

Federal Taxation 

Exempting widow’s dower from 
estate taxes. 

Fixing final accounting period for 
partnerships. 

Judicial Administration | 

Proposed Constitutional Amendment 
to Article V relating to Supreme Court. 

Bill increasing salaries of Supreme 
Court Justices and Circuit Judges. 

Juvenile Delinquency 

Establishing uniform system of 
Juvenile Courts. (Text of Act will be 
published in July Journal.) 

Legal Education and Admission 

Abolishing diploma privilege. 

Probate and Guardianship 

Providing for disposition of un- 
claimed funds in hands of fiduciaries. 

Testamentary Trust Accounting Act. 

I am pleased to report that all of the 
above referred to bills were adopted 
by the Legislature and have become 
law with the exception of the criminal 
law bill relating to revocation of 
driver’s license. This bill passed the 
House but because of a lack of under- 
standing concerning its purpose and 
effect, it was defeated in the Senate. 


COMMITTEE 


The Bar of Florida is particularly 
indebted to the following members of 
the Legislature who sponsored the 
above legislation, explained the bills on 
the floor and steered them through to 
successful passage, to-wit: 

Senators George C. Dayton of Dade 
City, Leroy Collins of Tallahassee, 
Evans Crary of Stuart, Warren San- 
chez of Live Oak, John Branch of 
Tampa, Wallace Sturgis of Ocala and 
Henry S. Baynard of St. Petersburg. 

Representatives Woodrow Melvin of 
Milton, Tom T. Cobb of Daytona 
Beach, Robert Burnsed of Macclenny, 
Willard Ayres and Farris Bryant of 
Ocala. 


I want to acknowledge, also, the 
splendid support and help of other 
members of both the House and the 
Senate who were very helpful and co- 
operative in furthering the best in- 
terest of our program, and assisted in 
substantial measure with the passage 
of the bills. 


I hope that the Board of Governors 
of the Florida Bar will acknowledge 
the outstanding work done by the 
members of the Florida Legislature in 
connection with this program, and ex- 
press its thanks and appreciation for a 
fine job well done. 


A number of the members of the 
Bar present in Tallahassee during the 
session of the Legislature took an 
active interest in the Bar’s program, 
and assisted materially in a very ef- 
fective manner in explaining our bills 
to other members of the Legislature 
and securing their support for them. 
The sacrifice made by Chairmen and 
members of the above named commit- 
tees in coming to Tallahassee to ap- 
pear before the committees and solicit 
support for the legislation is substan- 
tial. They discharged their duties 
faithfully and I am sure the success 
obtained is a source of satisfaction to 
them. 

It is the writer’s opinion that in the 
past the legislative program of the Bar 
has been entirely too large. While the 
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Legislature is perfectly willing to co- 
operate with us in the enactment of 
needed legislation, they get tired of 
having to wrestle with so many bills 
We are endeavoring to sponsor. It is my 
recommendation that the legislative 
program of the Bar be confined in 
the future to proposed constitutional 
amendments and to not more than 
three or four major items of legisla- 
tion. I recommend that on all remedial 
or corrective legislation, we work 


through the Attorney General’s office 
with his division on Statutory Re- 
vision. In preparing his bill revising 
the Statutes, the Attorney General 
could include any recommendations of 
the Bar along these lines. I am sure 
we will have the Attorney General’s 
cooperation on all matters containing 
merit and substance. 


Sincerely, 
John T. Wigginton, Chairman 


COMMITTEE ON LEGAL 


The Committee on Legal Institutes 
is able again to report an active and 
successful year. Its efforts during the 
term now closing have been materially 
aided by the careful work and excellent 
results accomplished in preceding years. 
By virtue of this inheritance and its 
own experience, the Committee is in a 
position to propose recommendations in 
an effort to assure continued progress 
in the future. 

Our appreciation is expressed to the 
local and judicial circuit associations 
for their cooperation in providing oc- 
easions and facilities for legal insti- 
tutes. The encouragement and under- 
standing furnished by President John 
Allison and members of the Board of 
Governors have been of immeasurable 
value. 

At meetings of the Committee held 
in Orlando and Tampa on May 19, 1951, 
and February 1, 1952, respectively, the 
list of subjects and speakers was re- 
vised and augmented. Similarly, prob- 
lems involved in staging legal insti- 
tutes were discussed and analyzed. 
Naturally, there are many matters of 
mechanics in presenting effective pro- 
grams, particularly those of publicity 
and increase of attendance which will 
require additional attention and meth- 
ods. These are too lengthy to be in- 
cluded in this report, and will be made 
available to the succeeding committee 
by memorandum. 

The initial legal institute was held 


INSTITUTES—1951-1952 


in Sarasota on May 12, 1951, under 
the local sponsorship of the Twelfth 
Judicial Circuit Bar Association at 
which there appeared William Earl 
Thompson, of Tampa, speaking on the 
subject, “Tax Titles in Florida”, and 
Louis S. Bonsteel, of Miami, who ad- 
dressed the lawyers of that circuit upon 
“Declaratory Judgments and Decrees”. 
Thereafter, Mr. Bonsteel repeated his 
subject in Jacksonville on June 22, 
1951. Michel G. Emmanuel, of Tampa, 
addressed the Jacksonville Bar Asso- 
ciation on July 19, 1951, upon “Ap- 
proved Methods of Minimizing Income 
and Estate Taxes”. 

Mr. Thompson repeated his address 
“Tax Titles in Florida” at Jacksonville 
on November 15, 1951. 

Culver Smith, of West Palm Beach, 
appeared before the Fourteenth Ju- 
dicial Circuit Bar Association on July 
26, 1951, in Panama City with “De- 
fense of Damage Suits”. Mr. Bonsteel 
again delivered his popular subject be- 
fore the Tampa-Hillsborough County 
Bar Association in Tampa on August 
10, 1951. Donn Gregory, of Tampa, 
spoke before the Jacksonville Bar As- 
sociation on August 23, 1951, having 
as his subject, “Practicing Law Ef- 
ficiency in a Small Office”. In Pensa- 
cola on October 13, 1951, a successful 
legal institute was held with the So- 
ciety of the Bar of the First Judicial 
Circuit. Speakers were Paul T. Game, 
discussing ‘Examinations of Abstracts, 
Problems and Pitfalls”, and Professor 
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Kenneth L. Black, of the College of 
Law, Unversity of Florida, who en- 
lightened the gathering upon “How to 
Plan an Estate”. 

In Tallahassee on November 3, 1951, 
an institute was staged in conjunction 
with the Second Judicial Circuit Bar 
Association, at which time there ap- 
peared Professor Clarence J. TeSelle, 
delivering “Effective Motion Practice 
Under the New Rules”; Harry Gray, of 
Jacksonville, speaking upon “Defense 
of Damage Suits”; and Mr. Bonsteel 
again upon “Declaratory Judgments 
and Decrees”. On March 1, 1952, an 
institute held in Lakeland consisted of 
William O. Mehrtens, of Miami, who 
spoke upon “Methods of Discovery Un- 
der Florida Law” and Thomas Alexan- 
der, of Tampa, upon “Examination of 
Abstracts, Problems and Pitfalls’. 

A highlight of the year’s activities 
consisted of a two-day institute pre- 
sented in conjunction with the Eighth 
Judicial Circuit Bar Association and 
with the assistance of the College of 
Law in Gainesville on March 21 and 
22, 1952. The subjects and speakers 
were: 

“Examinations of Abstracts, Prob- 
lems and Pitfalls’—Paul Game, of 
Tampa. 

“Successful Trial Practice and Pro- 
cedure”—Philip W. Amram, of Phila- 
delphia. 

“Declaratory Judgments and De- 
crees”—Louis S. Bonsteel, of Miami. 

“The Nature of the Appellate Pro- 
cess and Florida Appellate Procedure” 
—Harold L. Sebring, Chief Justice, of 
Tallahassee. 

“Federal Tax Practice and Proced- 
ure”—William A. Sutherland, of At- 
lanta; Judge H. M. McDonald; Judge 
Richard P. Robbins. 

Panel on Probate Law—Judge Jack 
F. White. 

An April 10, 1952, Jack Kehoe, of 
Miami, is to be heard in Jacksonville 
upon the subject, “Defending a Crim- 
inal Case”. Before the publication of 
this report a further institute will have 
been staged with the Volusia County 
Bar Association on May 15, 1952, in 
DeLand at Stetson University law day 


program. Mr. William O. Mehrtens of 
Miami will speak on “Discovery”. 

At present, tentative plans are being 
made for a panel on trial tactics to be 
presented as a portion of the bar con- 
vention program in Miami. 

The Committee further wishes to re- 
port that a great source of talent is 
the Committee on Continuing Legal 
Education of the American Law Insti- 
tute, and when finances permit the 
use of its sponsored speakers, it proves 
most satisfactory. 


II. 


Those members of the bar who have 
actively engaged in legal institute work 
are impressed with the benefit to be 
derived from an institute program con- 
ceived and executed as a real aid to con- 
tinuing legal education. Such a pro- 
gram should serve to perpetuate the 
great amount of time, effort and talent 
involved in the preparation of material 
by institute speakers and should con- 
template the adoption of a method of 
organization which would assure con- 
tinuity and avoid the usual lost motion 
characteristic of newly-appointed com- 
mittees. To accomplish these purposes 
the Committee recommends that what 
has heretofore been the Committee on 
Legal Institutes be given a more perma- 
nent character. Members of the Com- 
mittee should be appointed for terms 
of more than one year, a term of three 
years being arbitrarily suggested. The 
initial appointment of the group might 
be arranged to permit replacement of 
one-third each year, thereby assuring 
experienced personnel who may con- 
tinue policies, ideas and projects formu- 
lated during the preceding year. By 
way of suggestion, and not of firm 
recommendation, the group might be 
styled “The Florida Legal Institute’. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Sidney Aronovitz, Dewey Crawford, 
Thomas Jean Ellis, Frank H. Elmore, 
Jr., Horner C. Fisher, Paul Game, Allen 
Grazier, J. Velma Keen, William A. 
Lane, Sr., John R. Parkinson, J. P. 
Simmons, Wm. Earl Thompson, Max- 
well W. Wells, Baya M. Harrison, Jr., 
Chairman. 


ik 


FLORIDA LAW JOURNAL 


217 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION OF 
LAW JOURNAL 


Your Committee on Publication of 
the Florida Law Journal is pleased to 
report that during the year 1951 it suc- 
ceeded in publishing and distributing 
The Journal with a bookkeeping profit 
of $2,552.00 

Advertising and circulation revenue 
(other than Bar member subscriptions) 
totalled $5,196.20. On the basis of $1.00 
per member, the Law Journal is en- 
titled to receive approximately $4,- 
500.00 annually from dues. This would 
make total revenue available for the 
year of $9,696.20. All publication costs 
properly chargeable to The Journal 
amounted to $7,144.13. 

These figures show that the publi- 
cation of The Florida Law Journal 
actually cost in 1951 approximately 
$.50 per member. The difference be- 
tween this figure and the $1.00 per 
member subscription allocation repre- 
sents what we have listed as a book- 
keeping profit of $2,552.00. 

Your Chairman and Dr. George John 
Miller of the University of Florida 
College of Law have served as an edi- 
torial executive committee during the 
year. We have carefully screened ma- 
terial submitted for publication, and 
we have found it advisable to reject 
several articles. On the other hand, 


we have had splendid cooperation from 
members of the Bar who have written 
some excellent articles. 


The Journal performed a distinct 
service to the Bar in publishing the 
annual Roster of Membership. Letters 
from several members who have com- 
mented indicate approval of the Roster 
publication. The Roster publication is 
an expensive undertaking, represent- 
ing approximately three times the usual 
monthly printing charge. We would 
recommend in the future that the Ros- 
ter be placed on a biennial, rather than 
an annual basis. 


Your committee has enjoyed serving 
the Bar in this capacity with the able 
assistance of Editor Henry S. Wrenn. 
The Committee feels that considera- 
tion should be given to additional com- 
pensation for the Editor in the future. 
Your Chairman desires to express his 
appreciation of the cooperation of Edi- 
tor Henry S. Wrenn, the Board of Gov- 
ernors of the Florida Bar and the 
members of the Bar for their helpful 
assistance and cooperation during the 
past two years that he has served as 
Chairman of this Committee. 


Yours very truly, 
Jas. D. Bruton, Jr., Chairman 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC RELATIONS 
1951-1952 


During the past year your Commit- 
tee on Public Relations has sought to 
carry forward and further implement 
the program instituted in that field in 
1948 and developed in the intervening 
years. Our work has been directed 
along many lines of activity and we 
believe it has been attended by consid- 
erable success and gratifying results. 
At the outset, however, we acknowl- 
edge with grateful appreciation the 
pioneer work of our predecessors and 
the helpfulness of the President, the 
Board of Governors and many members 


of The Florida Bar. 

_We are convinced that The Florida 
Bar is comparatively well advanced 
among bar associations in the field of 
public relations. This conviction is 
based not only upon the fact that we 
have received inquiries from without 
the State as to character and develop- 
ment of our program but also because 
we have learned that even so august 
a body as the American Bar Associ- 
ation is still engaged in the formula- 
tion of its basic program and prepara- 
tion of its manual in this field. Our 
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own program is now rather completely 
developed and being put to effective 
use. 

Immediately following the Palm 
Beach Convention special news releases 
concerning the membership of the 
Board of Governors and Committees 
of The Florida Bar were sent to news- 
papers in the respective areas of resi- 
dence of those elected and appointed. 
These releases were professionally pre- 
pared and widely published. We believe 
their effect was to make the people 
in each part of the State feel that they 
had proper representation and a stake 
in the activities of The Florida Bar. 

On July 28, 1951, the Committee met 
at Tampa, nine members being present. 
A tentative program for the year was 
formulated and submitted to and ap- 
proved by the Board of Governors. This 
program included: (1) Preparation and 
distribution to all local bar associations 
of a workable local program in public 
relations; (2) preparation and distri- 
bution in like manner of acceptable 
formats for local radio programs to 
include program objectives, suggested 
opening, model script and closing; (3) 
preparation and distribution to all local 
bar associations of an approved series 
of advertisements for paid publication 
in newspapers and so designed as to 
acquaint the public with the need and 
use of the service of the profession; 
and (4) the publicizing throughout the 
State by newsworthy press releases of 
the policies, objectives and activities of 
The Florida Bar, its Board of Gov- 
ernors and its several working com- 
mittees. 


The above program has been sub- 
stantially carried out. In December a 
carefully planned and professionally 
prepared public relations program, 
radio format and 52 issue newspaper 
advertising series was sent to the 
presidents and chairmen of public rela- 
tions committees of all local bar asso- 
ciations in the State. Reports indicate 
that wherever this material has been 
used it has been well received by the 
public. Of course, no such material can 
be productive of overnight results, but 


is necessarily designed on the basis of 
its long range impact. We believe the 
material sent to the local bar asso- 
ciations to be sound and effective and 
that it will be increasingly employed by 
them. 

Throughout the year Mr. Henry 
Wrenn, the able and diligent Execu- 
tive Assistant to your Committee, has 
worked very closely with press services, 
newspapers and radio stations in pub- 
licizing the work of the Bar. This has 
involved many personal contacts, con- 
ferences and communications with and 
to editors and reporters and has re- 
sulted in many favorable newspaper 
articles and editorials throughout the 
State. Whenever a favorable article or 
editorial has appeared, grateful ap- 
preciation has been promptly and per- 
sonally expressed to the author or pub- 
lisher thereof. Persistent but tactful 
measures have been employed to ac- 
quaint the press and radio with the 
viewpoints, objectives and activities of 
the Bar. We believe substantial pro- 
gress has been made toward the de- 
velopment of a better understanding 
and more favorable “climate of atti- 
tude”. We trust that the whole pro- 
fession will have noted evidences of 
these results in virtually all sections of 
the State. 

The Board of Governors at its Tampa 
meeting determined that in order that 
the work of the Committee should be 
closely geared to the policies and ob- 
jectives of the Board, the Committee 
should be represented at all Board meet- 
ings. Accordingly, the Committee Chair- 
man has since attended Board meetings 
at Pensacola on October 12-13, at Jack- 
sonville on January 18-19, and will at- 
tend those now scheduled to be held 
at Gainesville and Miami Beach prior 
to the June Convention. 


In January the Committee met at 
Jacksonville, seven members attending. 
It there recommended to the Board of 
Governors that efforts be made to have 
a short course in public relations given 
in the law colleges at the Universities. 
This was approved. Through the co- 
operation of the Deans of two of the 
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colleges such courses are now scheduled 
to be given this spring. Your Commit- 
tee will actively participate in this in- 
struction. Its long range effect should 
be most helpful to the public relations 
of The Florida Bar. 


The Junior Bar Section, through the 
particular efforts of Mr. Edward B. 
Rood of Tampa, has procured and made 
available a series of radio transcripts 
designed to inform the public of the 
services of the profession and the de- 
sirability of the use thereof. A number 
of radio stations have broadcast this 
series. We found, however, that the 
Junior Bar Section was working under 
the handicap of limited funds, and upon 
authorization of the Board of Gover- 
nors a portion of the funds budgeted 
for your Committee was appropriated 
for the reproduction of these records. 
We express our appreciation to Mr. 
Rood and the Junior Bar Section for 
the valuable service they are rendering 
in this field. 


We have recognized certain joint re- 
sponsibilities which this Committee 
shares with its fellow committees of the 
Florida Bar. The outstanding example 
of this relates to the proposed amend- 
ment of the Judiciary Article of the 
Constitution of Florida to increase the 
number of Supreme Court Justices. 
This falls within the domain of the 
Committee on Judiciary Administration 
under the able chairmanship of Presi- 
dent-Elect William A. McRae, Jr. How- 
ever, should The Florida Bar decide at 
the Miami Beach Convention to go for- 
ward in its support of the amendment, 
such support will involve a_ great 
amount of public relations work. The 
two committees have worked in close 
harmony and will continue to do so. 
The project was discussed at Pensa- 
cola and when the Committee on Ju- 
dicial Administration met at Coral 
Gables in November, the Committee on 
Public Relations was represented by 


its Chairman at that meeting, at which 
time the project was considered and 
planned. We believe that our Commit- 
tee will have, and should fully dis- 
charge, a very large measure of respon- 
sibility in the successful completion of 
this project. 

Grateful acknowledgment is made to 
the Committee on Publication of the 
Law Journal for the publication of cer- 
tain public relations material during 
the year. This has been particularly 
helpful in our efforts to enlist the sup- 
port and assistance of the local bar as- 
sociations and of the members of the 
bar generally. 


Your Committee has been always 
mindful of the limited budget and 
heavy expenses of The Florida Bar, 
and has abstained from incurring any 
expenses not deemed absolutely es- 
sential. We believe that without im- 
pairing our usefulness we have suc- 
ceeded in keeping our expenditures at 
a minimum. 

It is important to say again that 
every member of the Bar has a respon- 
sible part in the public relations pro- 
gram of the profession. A great deal 
of splendid work can be offset by the 
violation of a single member of the 
high standards of the Code of Ethics. 
We respectfully commend to the suc- 
cessor Committee the carefully planned 
program of public relations. This pro- 
gram is not one of flash; rather is it 
one thoughtfully based on a long range 
policy. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eliott Adams, William P. Allen, Phil- 
lip D. Anderson, J. Kenneth Ballinger, 
John A. Bouvier, Jr., G. Archie Buie, 
Charles Francis Coe, Ralph Dell, Julius 
H. Erstling, John L. Graham, W. Cecil 
Grant, J. Henson Markham, E. Snow 
Martin, J. Robert McClure, James S. 
Moody, Cyril Pogue, William A. Shep- 
pard, W. Robert Smith, Horner C. 
Fisher, Chairman. 
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COMMITTEE ON PROBATE AND GUARDIANSHIP 


The limited legislative program of 
the Florida Bar on probate and guard- 
ianship comprises only a part of the 
Laws of Florida, 1951, relating to these 
subjects. The Bar bills were well con- 
sidered and promptly passed by the 
Legislature. Most of the other relevant 
acts are amendments to clarify pro- 
visions or to extend rights under exist- 
ing sections of the Probate and Guard- 
ianship Laws. Two of the new acts, 
however, may be especially important 
in their effect on rights and remedies. 
One of these acts, which probably will 
be incorporated in a new subsection of 
the Probate Law, establishes a definite 
rule on the effect of divorce upon the 
provisions of a will under certain cir- 
cumstances. The other act amends old 
Section 45.11, Florida Statutes, 1949, 
on abatement and survival of actions 
by providing generally for the survival 
of all causes of action. 

Vexatious problems inevitably will 
arise in probate practice, but it is be- 
lieved that few, if any, unconscionable 
situations will be encountered as a di- 
rect result of the new legislation, which 
aims in the right direction. Commen- 
tary on the eight acts comprising this 
legislation is the main purpose of this 
report. 


The Florida Trust Accounting Law, 
sponsored by The Bar, requires testa- 
mentary trustees in Florida to establish 
their qualifications in Circuit Court be- 
fore they are entitled to receive any 
of the estate devised or bequeathed to 
them in trust. It provides for guaran- 
ties of faithful performance, account- 
ings and declaratory relief. The bill, as 
introduced in the Legislature and pass- 
ed, was considered acceptable by repre- 
sentatives of the Trust Division of the 
Florida Bankers Association who work- 
ed closely with Chairman Lyle D. Hol- 
comb and other members of the former 
and present Committee in preparing 
the final draft. The act applies manda- 
torily to Florida trusts created by wills 
of Florida residents dated on or after 
January 1, 1952. By this act Florida 


joins company with a respectable num- 
ber of states having laws of similar 
nature and purpose. Chapter 26656, 
Laws of Florida, 1951. 


The Florida Bar, on recommendation 
of the Committee on Federal Taxation, 
proposed an amendment to the dower 
section of the Probate Law to harmo- 
nize with the U. S. Internal Revenue 
Code relating to marital deductions in 
estate taxes. It was pointed out that 
the dower interest of 1/3, being a 
“marital deduction” within the 50 per 
cent limitation, is not taxable as such 
and should not be required by state 
law to make contributions in payment 
of estate taxes. Furthermore, dower 
would not ordinarily operate to in- 
crease the tax. So Section 731.34, Flor- 
ida Statutes, 1949, as amended in 1951, 
omits the old general provision re- 
quiring ratable contribution of dower. 
However, at the end of Section 1 of 
the amendatory act it is provided in 
substance that in case the dower in- 
terest of the widow should have the 
effect of increasing the estate tax, her 
dower should be ratably liable with the 
remainder of the estate. Apparently, 
then, by this provision it is intended 
to require contribution only in the rare 
but actual instances in which the ef- 
fect of the widow’s election to take 
dower is to increase the overall tax. 
Redfearn’s recent annotation on the 
amended section suggests situations 
wherein this latter provision would be- 
come applicable. Chapter 26582, Laws 
of Florida, 1951. Redfearn’s Wills and 
Administration of Estates in Florida, 
1952 Pocket Supplement, pgs. 7 and 8. 

The Legislature amended dower Sec- 
tion 731.35, Florida Statutes, 1949, by 
authorizing the guardian of a widow 
“suffering under disabilities” to elect 
to take dower in behalf of such widow. 
Moreover, if the widow should die be- 
fore the expiration of the nine months 
limited for filing election, the amend- 
ment permits any person having a bene- 
ficial interest in her estate to file such 
election in the deceased husband’s es- 
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tate within the original time limit. The 
County Judge may grant or reject the 
particular election in accordance with 
the best interests of the widow or of 
the parties entitled to participate in 
her estate, as the case may be. Appar- 
ently the right of election accrues to 
those beneficially interested in the 
widow’s estate only in the event the 
widow dies while legally incompetent 
without an election having been made. 
Attorneys and courts may have some 
trouble in applying this amended sec- 
tion to a situation where, for example, 
an election is made by only one or less 
than all of the persons beneficially in- 
terested in the widow’s estate. Chapter 
26948, Laws of Florida, 1951. 


By amending Section 733.37, Florida 
Statutes, 1949, relating to “interest in 
partnership”, the 1951 Legislature ap- 
parently gave full and sweeping effect 
to settlement stipulations in partner- 
ship agreements made in contemplation 
of death of one of the partners. In some 
cases this would modify the otherwise 
mandatory duty of the surviving part- 
ner to wind up the partnership affairs 
without delay and turn the proceeds 
over to the deceased partner’s repre- 
sentative. A more orderly and extended 
settlement of partnership affairs pur- 
suant to agreement would tend in some 
instances, it was stated, to avoid other- 
wise excessive estate income taxes fall- 
ing within a single year. We know of 
no case in which the courts have been 
called upon to construe this amended 
section. This was a Bar Bill recom- 
mended by the Committee on Federal 
Taxation. Chapter 26583, Laws of Flor- 
ida, 1951. 

The Legislature amended Sub-section 
3 (a) of Section 745.14, Florida Stat- 
utes, 1949, relating to the sale of prop- 
erty held by the entirety where one of 
the parties has been adjudged incom- 
petent. The amendment enlarges in 
terms the classifications of property 
affected by the provision to include 
“personal property” and “intangible 
property” as well as real estate. The 
amendment provides for the equal di- 
vision of the net proceeds of sales of 


such additionally described property and 
of the net proceeds of payments coming 
due on intangible property and rents 
on real estate. This was obviously a 
corrective amendment, supplying inad- 
vertent omissions from the old Section. 
Chapter 26917, Laws of Florida, 1951. 


The Legislature effected a note- 
worthy change by amending Section 
4511, Florida Statutes, 1949, relating 
to abatement of actions by death. The 
old Section providing for abatement of 
certain actions by death was amended 
to read as follows: “No action for 
personal injuries and no other action 
shall die with the person, and all ac- 
tions shall survive and may be insti- 
tuted, maintained, prosecuted and de- 
fended in the name of the personal 
representative of the deceased, or in 
the name of such other person as may be 
provided by law.”’ This amendment was 
mentioned in the opening paragraph of 
this Report, and should be borne in 
mind. Chapter 26541, Laws of Florida, 
1951. 

Divorce now invalidates a will inso- 
far as the testator’s divorced spouse is 
concerned where the divorce takes place 
after the date of execution of the will. 
By a 1951 statute Florida has legis- 
lated apparently for the first time on 
this subject by providing that “All 
wills offered for and admitted to pro- 
bate subsequent to the effective date 
of this Act made by husband or wife 
who have been divorced from each other 
subsequent to the date of said will, shall 
be made null and void by means of said 
divorce insofar as said will affects the 
surviving divorced spouse”. The possi- 
ble significance of this Act was sug- 
gested in the opening paragraph of this 
report. A bill to the same effect was 
before the 1949 Legislature but failed 
to reach a vote. At that time there was 
pending in Florida litigation involving 
the question as to whether or not, un- 
der circumstances of that case, divorce 
would have the effect of pro tanto in- 
validation as to testator’s former wife 
where the will, antedating the divorce, 
named her a substantial beneficiary in 
the affectionate terms, “my dear wife’’. 
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That case and the absence of primary 
authority in Florida may account for 
the new act. Chapter 26914, Laws of 
Florida, 1951. 

The Legislature amended Section 
733.43, Florida Statutes, 1949, relating 
to filing of annual reports in probate 
matters, to permit the filing of annual 
reports subject to formal election by 
personal representatives on the basis 
of the fiscal year as distinguished from 
the calendar year. The authorization 
was desired by the Trust Division of 
the Florida Bankers Association and 
seems reasonable. Chapter 26735, Flor- 
ida Statutes, 1949. 

From the standpoint of the Bar, 
President John M. Allison and Past- 
President John T. Wigginton, as Chair- 
man of the Legislative Committee, are 
to be commended for their effective- 
ness in securing passage of all bills ap- 
proved by the Bar at the Palm Beach 
Convention. 


It has not been the purpose of this 
Report to discuss proposals that may 
be presented to the Committee during 
next year and prior to the Legislative 
Session of 1953. The incoming Com- 
mittee will receive many suggestions. 
It is believed that the continuing con- 
sensus of the Bar will be to discourage 
all proposed legislation except that 
which is clearly needed. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Clarence Ashby, W. Raymond Black- 
ard, William C. Grimes, Harold A. 
Kooman, C. L. McKaig, O. B. Simmons, 
Jr., John G. Thompson, James C. 
Gwynn, Charles S. Ausley, Fred R. 


Baisden, Nixon Butt, Jr., John G. 
Baker, Lincoln C. Bogue, Sam T. Dell, 
Jr., Lyle D. Holcomb, Fontaine Le- 
Maistre, Gordon Petteway, Sherwood 
Spencer, Professor Kenneth L. Black, 
Advisor; Jack F. White, Chairman. 


COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP 


The Committee on American Citi- 
zenship held its annual meeting in 
Jacksonville, Florida, to formulate a 
program for the ensuing year. The 
meeting was well attended and each 
section of the State was represented. 

It was the consensus of the com- 
mittee members that our efforts should 
be devoted to counseling and assisting 
the local Bar Associations and other 
organizations in the State who were 
interested in advancing the cause of 
good Citizenship. This procedure re- 
sulted in a more unified program and 
there was more affirmative action 
taken to foster and develop American 
Citizenship in the State of Florida 
during the past year than at any other 
time. 

Your Committee doesn’t attempt to 
take the credit for the entire program. 
It was the result of cooperation be- 
tween the local Bar Associations, the 
lawyers of the State of Florida in their 
individual capacities, plus the splendid 
programs of the various veterans and 


civic organizations. The Honorable 
Judges of the United States District 
Courts in the State of Florida per- 
formed a very valuable service by their 
educational ceremonies that were held 
during naturalization proceedings. 

Your Committee urges each lawyer 
in the State of Florida and the local 
Bar Associations to redouble their ef- 
forts to advance the cause of Ameri- 
can Citizenship. It is a method by 
which the Bar can fulfill its duty to 
protect our country and its cherished 
freedoms. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William S. Frates, Chairman; Hon. 
Frank D. Upchurch, Hon. Dozier A. 
DeVane, Frank C. Alderman, Jr., Hon. 
H. B. Frederick, C. Farris Bryant, 
William C. Brooker, Donald K. Carroll, 
C. Y. Byrd, M. A. Coogler, Mrs. Dixie 
H. Chastain, Elmer E. Hazard, George 
C. Dayton, James T. Vocelle, Waring 
T. Miller, Hon. W. J. Barker, Hon. J. 
M. Bryan Simpson, Ed B. Rood, Pro- 
fessor Dean Slagle, Advisor. 
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Marvin B. Woods and J. Tom Wat- 
son have formed the partnership of 
Woods and Watson, with offices at 
107% South Florida Street in Lake- 
land. 

Paul J. Weiss, Jr., of Miami, Uni- 
versity of Michigan graduate in 1950, 
is now in the regional office of the 
chief counsel of the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue at Atlanta. 


The University of Florida College of 
Law had nine representatives at the 
annual conference of the Fifth Circuit 
of the American Law Student Asso- 
ciation at Tulane University, New Or- 
leans, on April 4, 5 and 6. They were 
Bob Baker of Clearwater, Tom Carney 
of St. Petersburg, Mel Frumkes of 
Miami Beach, Lyle Holcomb, Jr., of 
Coral Gables, Ray Mattox of Winter 
Haven, Pat Singer of Daytona Beach, 
Richard Sparrow of Lakeland, Wal- 
lace Sturgis, Jr., of Ocala, and Art 
Weiburg of St. Petersburg. Charles 
Collins, Jr., of Orlando, was a dele- 
gate from Emory University. 

Michael C. Zukernick, law graduate 
of the University of Miami, now is as- 
sociated with Harry Zukernick, presi- 
dent of the Miami Beach Bar Asso- 
ciation, at 420 Lincoln Road in Miami 
Beach. 

William E. Thompson and Roland F. 
Cribbs have formed the law firm of 
Thompson and Cribbs with offices at 
914 First National Bank Building in 
Tampa. 

Richard E. Turner, graduate of the 
University of Miami, has opened law 
offices at 1210 Colonial Drive in Or- 
lando. 

Mallory Howard Williams, Universi- 
ty of Florida graduate, has become as- 
sociated with Atkinson and Atkinson 
at Tallahassee. 

Tony Battaglia of Gainesville has 
been elected president of The John 
Marshall Bar Association at the Uni- 
versity of Florida. Jack Miller of Brad- 


enton is vice president, and Ley Smith 
of Orlando is secretary-treasurer. 

The law firm of Pryor and Pryor 
has been established at Stuart. The 
members are Mr. and Mrs. Harry T. 
Pryor, both law college graduates of 
the University of Florida. 

Frederick J. Ward, who graduated 
from the University of Florida in Feb- 
ruary, has opened law offices in Or- 
lando. 

Cody Fowler of Tampa, past presi- 
dent of the American Bar Association, 
has been appointed chairman of the 
U. S. Chamber of Commerce committee 
to study the effects of national treaties 
with domestic law. 


Henry H. Cole made a speech before 
the Tampa Bar Association about pub- 
lic misconceptions about law and law- 
yers, and the Tampa Tribune gave his 
speech 10 inches newspaper space with 
a double-column headline. 

Robert McK. Foster has resumed as- 
sociation with the law firm of Wide- 
man, Caldwell, Pacetti and Robinson 
at West Palm Beach after serving 17 
months in the armed forces. 


B. R. Burnsed of Macclenny has been 
elected president of the State Asso- 
ciation of County Attorneys. 

Russell L. Frink has been elected 
president of the Jacksonville Civitan 
Club, succeeding Judge Barton Barrs. 

The Broward County Bar Association 
elected Stanley M. Beckerman as its 
president. W. M. O’Bryan is vice presi- 
dent, Ben Salter is secretary-treasurer. 

Irvin Frank, Jr. and Royce R. Lewis 
have established the law firm of Frank 
and Lewis at Fort Pierce. They are 
Stetson graduates. 

Joseph Alexander, Jr., recent grad- 
uate of the University of Florida, has 
joined the law firm of Daniel and 
Woodward in Bradenton. 

Franklin Reinstine and Herbert Pan- 
ken now are associated with Harry W. 
Reinstine in the firm name of Rein- 
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stine, Reinstine and Panken, Atlantic 
National Bank Building, Jacksonville. 

William P. Sellers, who has been 
crippled since he was three years old, 
used his wheel chair for the trip into 
the Federal Building at Miami where 
he was admitted to practice in U. S. 
Court. 

The Tampa Bar Association has re- 
newed its membership in the Hills- 
borough County Crime Commission. Its 
annual dues in the commission are $250. 

A. Roy Surles, Jr. and Henry P. 
Trawick have formed a law partnership 
at Lakeland. 

Lee C. Robinson has resigned as vice 
president and trust officer of the First 
National Bank of Miami and will be- 
come associated in law practice with 
the firm of Felix, Taylor and Kinskern 
in Miami. 


Vernon W. Evans, Jr., formerly of 
Orlando, now is associated with the 
Tampa firm of Graham, Dixon and 
Flynn. 

Norman S. Stone has been elected 
governor of the Tallahassee lodge of 
the Loyal Order of the Moose. 

Harold Herlihy Watson, recent grad- 
uate of the University of Florida, has 
opened law offices at Madeira Beach, 
near St. Petersburg. 


Heskin A. Whitaker has been ap- 
pointed municipal judge of Winter 
Park, succeeding W. E. Winderweedle, 
who resigned to devote full time to his 
own law practice. 


Leon Whitehurst, Jr., has been ap- 
pointed municipal judge of Clearwater, 
succeeding William J. Castagna, who 
resigned. 


NOTICE—AMENDMENTS and/or ADDITIONS 
BY-LAWS, THE FLORIDA BAR 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Governors of The FLORIDA BAR 
under the powers vested in it by Article VII of the Rule Integrating The Florida 
Bar has made the following amendments and/or additions to the By-Laws of the 


Florida Bar: 


1. Amend Article II, Section 4, to read as follows: 


“4. Any vacancy on the Board of Governors, or in the House of Delegates of the American Bar 
Association or in other offices of The Florida Bar shall be filled by members of the Board of Governors 
for the remainder of the term of such office.” (1-18-52). 


2. Amend paragraph 1, under sub-title ‘‘Committee,” of Article IV to read as follows: 


“1. The President, with the approval of the Board of Governors, shall appoint the standing committees 
as specified in the rule, including an Executive Committee composed of the President and three mem- 
bers of the Board, and such special committees as he may consider necessary. The members of the 
standing and special committees shall serve for the term of the President appointing such members, 
except that the Board of Governors may in its discretion provide that members of the committees 


shall serve for staggered terms.” (10-21-50). 


3. Amend Article IV, under sub-title ‘“‘Committee’’ by adding sub-paragraph o, to read as follows: 


“o, Executive Committee. 


“This committee shail have the power to act upon such matters as may arise and require disposition 
between meetings of the Board. Action taken by this Committee shall be in harmony with the policies 
as established by the Board, and shall be subject to confirmation by the Board.’’ (10-21-50). 


SALLYE E. COOKSEY 
Secretary-Treasurer 
The Florida Bar 
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From 
LAWYERS’ TITLE GUARANTY FUND 


Phone 3-6444 


P. O. Box 2671 


Orlando, Florida 


The entire Florida Bar will be pleased 
to learn of the appointment of Mr. Hu- 
bert C. Smith, of the firm of Abbott 
and Smith, Fort Lauderdale, as As- 
sistant Executive Secretary. 

Mr. Smith is a native Floridian and 
a graduate of Stetson’s College of Law. 
He has long been active in Fund af- 
fairs and is deeply interested in the 
profession and its welfare. 

“Hubert” will continue his private 
practice in Fort Lauderdale but will 
devote time to Fund affairs in Dade, 
Broward and Palm Beach Counties 
especially. 

During March members issued guar- 
antees to 225 Owners and 178 Mort- 
gagees totaling $3,587,341.77. Aggre- 
gate contributions for the month were 
$8,712.76, $7,412.76 Additional and $1,- 
300.00 Initial Contributions. Expenses 
for the month were $2,461.74. Net ad- 
ditions to Fund assets were $6,251.02. 


MEMBERS ISSUING THEIR 

FIRST GUARANTEES: 
A. Chester Abney, Coral Gables 
Courshon and Courshon, Miami Beach 
L. Earl Curry, Miami 


FIRMS ISSUING FIVE OR 
MORE GUARANTEES: 
Pleus, Edwards and Rush, Orlando, 
79 


Sutton and James, Fort Lauderdale, 
10 

Nowlin and Adams, Delray Beach, 9 

Byrd and Whitley, Delray Beach, 6 

Henderson, Franklin, Starnes and 
Holt, Fort Myers, 6 

McCoy and Love, Lake Worth, 5 

Sheppard and Woolslair, Fort Myers, 
5 


INDIVIDUALS ISSUING THREE 
OR MORE GUARANTEES: 


Edward H. Levin, Miami, 59 

Robert F. Griffith, Jr., Boynton 
Beach, 18 

William D. Hixon, Naples, 14 

Sam Y. Allgood, Jr., New Port 
Richey, 7 

William E. Hagearty, Miami Shores, 
6 

Irving F. Kalback, Miami, 6 

James H. Walden, Dania, 6 

Ralph W. Carson, Clearwater, 5 

Robert F. Cromwell, Riviera Beach, 
5 

Gordon W. Lynn, Palm Beach, 5 

Ira Van Bullock, Lake Worth, 3 

Robert M. Curtis, Fort Lauderdale, 3 

John A. Coughlin, North Miami, 3 

Neil E. MacMillan, Delray Beach, 3 

Leslie C. Rome, Miami, 3 
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LARGEST GUARANTEES ISSUED: 
Pritchard and Kurtz, Miami, $175,- 


000.00 

William E. Hagearty, Miami Shores, 
$145,000.00 

M. N. Dunn, West Palm Beach, $79,- 
000.00 

Courshon and Courshon, Miami 


Beach, $49,000.00 
Dudziak and Migoski, Miami, $49,- 
000.00 


NEW MEMBERS: 
John W. Bell, Fort Lauderdale 
J. Herbert Burke, Hollywood 
Gardner and Lines, Quincy 
Thomas W. Shands, Fort Myers 


ATLANTIC FEDERAL SAVINGS 
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 

We would like to congratulate Mr. 
Harry Greep and his associates on the 
opening of their Atlantic Federal Sav- 
ings and Loan Association in Fort 
Lauderdale and extend to them our best 
wishes. 


DINNER MEETING: 

The members of the Fund from the 
First, Second, Third and Fourteenth 
Circuits held their annual Fund dinner 
meeting recently in Tallahassee at the 
Cherokee Hotel. Indicative of their in- 
terest in the profession was the fact 
that some travelled from Lake City, 
Live Oak, Perry and Blountstown. 

A few days later the Palm Beach 
County members met at the George 
Washington Hotel in West Palm Beach. 


The interest was intense and consid- 
erable consideration was given the vari- 
ous problems confronting lawyers gen- 
erally, especially the title practice. The 
Palm Beach members’ unanimously 
adopted a fee schedule for Fund poli- 
cies to be directly competitive with 
local title insurance rates. This indi- 
cates that lawyers are more aware of 
the fact that their practice has, in 
some fields, become competitive and 
that they must take action to meet this 
and attempt a partial recapture, at 
least, of the $6,000,000 of title practice 
which finds its way into the offices of 
corporate title insurers. 

The reaction of those who attend 
these meetings is very heartening. 
Without exception everyone seems to 
have gained from such general discus- 
sions with those who have the same 
problems. 


DEED FORMS: 

The response to the ‘snap-out’ war- 
ranty deeds has been terrific. The first 
printing, of 15,000 sets, has already 
gone and an additional order of 10,- 
000 sets is well on its way. 

To remove some confusion, these are 
obtainable only from the Fund office 
in Orlando. The price is $1.40 per pad, 
with the name. For printing the name 
an additional charge is required, as 
follows: 

$2.00 for four pads 

$0.25 for each pad in excess of four. 

The printing charge is in addition to 
the initial cost of $1.40 per pad. 


GRAESSLE ELECTED TO BOARD OF GOVERNORS 


Albert W. Graessle, Jr., of Jacksonville, was elected to the Board of Gov- 
ernors to represent the Fourth Circuit for the year 1952-53. Chester Bedell of 
Jacksonville also was elected. The Fourth Circuit has two members of the 


Board. 


Mr. Graessle’s name was unintentionally omitted from a list of Bar nomi- 


nations published in the April issue. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


THE OFFICIAL 1951 FLORIDA 
STATUTES ARE COMPLETED 


* 


Read what Dick Hunt has to say about them: 


Quote .. . from recent letter. 


_ “l have received the second volume of the Florida Statutes 
for 1951 and take this opportunity to commend you and the 
Attorney General upon the outstanding service which you have 
rendered the Bench and Bar of Florida in the compilation and 
publication of this work. 


“‘The compactness of the two volumes, the type of print, 
the precise indexing, plus the embodiment of the continuous 
revision system of which you are the author, make up a com- 


plete statutory record of desk-book reference size which every 
lawyer and Judge in Florida should have in his office. 


R. H. HUNT. 
* 
Only $12.50 a set prepaid 
Less than 800 copies left. 


Order yours NOW! 


* 


Send Check to: 
SECRETARY OF STATE R. A. GRAY 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 


3. 
bin 


ADKINS, Florida Criminal Procedure Act Annotated with 
Current Pocket Supplement 
Prepared under the direction of the Florida Bar Asso- 
ciation. 


CARSON, Florida Common Law Pleading and Practice, with 
Current Pocket Supplement 
1950 Supplement, separately 


BOOTH, Realty Sales Closer and 200 Forms .............. 


CARSON, Florida Law of the Family, Marriage and Divorce 
A practical text by a practicing attorney for the gen- 
eral practitioner. 


FLORIDA Chancery Act Annotated, by McCarthy, 2nd 


KOOMAN, Florida Chancery Pleading and Practice, with 
Forms, and Current Pocket Supplement ............. 
Points the way to a sound solution of an equity plead- 
er’s problems; with a complete set of Forms and Table 
of Cases cited, as well as an exhaustive Index. 


REDFEARN, Wills and Administration of Estates in Florida, 
2nd Ed., with Current Pocket Supplement ........... 
1952 Cumu. Pocket Supplement, separately .......... 


NOTHING TAKES THE PLACE OF 
A WELL WRITTEN TEXTBOOK 


Detailed information mailed 
on request—terms if desired. 


THE HARRISON COMPANY 


Law Book Publishers 
Pryor and Hunter Sts., Box 4214, Atlanta 2, Ga. 


MUSTS the Florida Law Library 


HARRISON SERVICE SAVES TIME © PROTECTS CLIENTS 
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